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This is the information communicated to us by } committee had joined him in doing so, and that '| Senator should be mistaken in his belief, what 
the proper authority ; and hence it was, that the |; this afforded, at least, a presumption that they un- || will be the result? Suppose we insert in this bill 
President proposed that we should immediately || derstood the facts. If the Senator from Virginia | the provision for raising four regiments, and it 
raise three thousand volunteers. The Senator has || has better information, it is because he has con- || fails; we shall be then just where we have been 
asked whether I have yielded my desire to raise || sulted outsiders. Outside information shall not | for the last two years, without any protection for 
that force? ~Notat all. Not the first word has | control me in the discharge of my duties as a || the frontier, and we shall be forced to this position 
fallen from my lips to give authority for such an || member of the Committee on Military Affairs, || on a matter of etiquette, according to his argu- 
idea. The object of the committee was to place || but I will go to the proper source from which || ment. If, however, he should be correct in his 
it within the power 0° the President, through his || such information ought to emanate, and if | am | supposition, no damage can result from agreeing 
Secretary of War, to give immediate protection, || furnished with such facts as to convince me that | to the amendment of the honorable Senator from 
which they so strongly represent to be necessary. | the measures proposed are proper for the safety | Virginia. If his idea be correct, surely the pro- 
For doing this, and for sustaining the President || of the country, | will sustain them. I certainly || vision for two mounted regiments of regulars and 
and the Secretary of War in this recommendation || intended no disrespect to the Senator from Virginia 1 five hundred rangers, will pass both Houses of 
of theirs, | am called a new convert in support of || when I alluded to him as the head of the Com-| Congress. I have certainly every reason to be- 
the Administration; and the Senator from Vir- || mittee on Finance. His vindication seems to be | lieve that it will receive the favorable action of the 
ginia says he dislikes such a competition, and || that this measure is proposes as an amendment | Senate. 
claims to act independently upon his own Sense of || to an appropriation bill which comes from his|| Mr. PRATT. Will the honorable Senator 
duty and his own judgment. Who ever denied | committee, and, therefore, he supposes he has a || permit me to ask him a single question? 
nim the right of doing that? All that I said was, || righttocontrol it. The proposition has been pre- || Mr. RUSK. Certainly. 
that he was doing injustice to one of the Depart- || sented by the Committeeon Military Affairs. As|| Mr. PRATT. I wish to put a question to the 
ments of the Government, when he chose not to | there is a pressing emergency, he has proposed to || honorable Senator, because I have a strong reli- 
rely upon their official statements, but to take out- || incorporate the measure into an appropriation bill, || ance on his judgment in such matters as this, 
side information. When we come to reduce the || in order to expedite its passage through both || which, I am free to admit, I have not in the judg- 
matter to a point, it seems that there isa differ- || Houses of Congress. That is the reason why it | ment of some of those whe have spoken upon it. 
ence of opinion in the Cabinet, and that the In- || has been proposed to be inserted in this bill, and || | wish to ask him whether four regiments are not 
terior Department claims the right of conducting || it is a sufficient answer to the remarks of the || necessary for the military service of the country? 
war affairs, and managing governmental policy in || Senator from Virginia on this point. Does he not believe that the amendment of the 
regard to wars with theIndians. I wouldnotsay || Sir, I concur in the deserved compliment paid || honorable chairman of the Committee on Military 
this, but the Senator seems to indicate that the || by the Senator from Virginia to my friend from || Affairs ought to be adopted? Is it not right, in 
source of the information, on which we are to rely, || Texas, [Mr. Rusx.] The ground upon which || his judgment? 
should be obtained from the Interior Department. || the latter Senator based his argument, was an || Mr. RUSK. I shall not vote for that amend- 
He tells us that there are two sources, and he || apprehension that the measures which he desired | ment. 1 shall vote for raising two additional regi- 
chooses to take the information from the Depart- || could not be passed. Te is justified in giving his || ments. 
ment of the Interior. ; | vote according to thatopinion. Myreply simply || Mr. PRATT. I do not ask how the Senatot 

What I said—and I said it with all kindness || is, that the emergency .is so pressing, the neces- || will vote, but whether it is not right and proper 
and friendship for the Senator—was, that I would || sity is so great, and the duty of Congress is so || to raise the four regiments? 
rely upon the information communicated to us by || plain, that I do not doubt the passage of any || Mr. RUSK. Not on this bill, and for the rea- 
the Executive. The official information trans- || measure necessary to protect our borders and |) son that, if it be attempted here now, it will prove 
mitted to us by the President and Secretary of || preserve peace. I cannot believe otherwise, until || a total failure. 

War, will always be respected by me, and I shall || pea the action of Congress upon it. | Mr. PRATT. The Senator’s argument is, that 
never fail to concur in their recommendations, Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, the honorable Sen- || it is not right that it should pass because he thinks 
when the object is to defend our people on the || ator from Georgia expresses full confidence that || it cannot pass. 
frontier—men, women, and children, who are || the proposition to add four regiments to the Army | Mr. RUSK. 
exposed to danger. If I had consulted my party || will prevail, if it be attached to the appropriation | 
feelings, | might have been inclined to oppose the || bill. Now, I have just as firm a confidence in the || provision for four regiments can pass, certainly 
granting of the volunteers asked for by the Exec- || opposite opinion. This is not a question of the || the provision for two cannot fai). Inmy opinion— 
utive; but I felt that a crisis had arrived, when || precedence of committees, nor is it a question of || [ judge from the past as well as the present— 
political feelings should not be allowed to influence || party drill, or disagreements between different || the attempt to raise four regiments will result in 
my judgment. Under such circumstances, | came || members of the Administration, or between the || total defeat, and we shall be left without any 
to the conclusion to support this measure of the || Administration and its friends here. The ques- || increase of force. My opinion further is—and in 
Administration. Perhaps I was too free with my | tion before us is, whether we shall afford protec- || this | concur with a majority of those whose con- 
friend from Virginia when 1 said he was going || tion to the frontier settlers of the country, and to || stituents are most deeply interested—that if you 
against it. | the emigrants who pass across the plains to the Pa- || attach the two regiment provision to this bill it 

| stated before that the Committee on Military || cific coast. Ever since this Administration came | will pass both Houses of Congress, and pretec- 
Affairs, after a full investigation of the subject, || into power recommendations have been made for || tion will be afforded to us. The honorable Sena- 
came, with great unanimity, to the conclusion || an increase of the Army to meet the necessities of || tor from Georgia, and the honorable Senator from 
that the ExecutiveGovernment, through its proper || the country. The proper officers, foreseeing that || Maryland, seem to think that the proposition to 
departments, should be relied upon in their state- || the difficulties which are now upon us would ensue || raise four regiments will pass because it ought to 
ment of the emergency which was impending, || from the exposed condition of our country, asked || pass. Then why can they not allow us to obtain 
and that we should not hesitate to respond to the || for an increase of the Army. The Committee on || these two regiments now, and afterwards call up 
call made by the President and Secretary of War. || Military Affairs reported in favor of that proposi- || the bill for raising four regiments, and act upon 
Even if we felt a doubt on the subject, our duty || tion, but Congress has not agreed to it. The || itasan independent measure? I ask them to yield 
towards the citizens on the frontier and the emi- || measure has been before Congress for two years; | a little to our opinions, based on the experience 
grants requires that the benefit of that doubt || but still the Army has not been increased, and || of a two years’ attempt to get protection from Con- 








If the honorable Senater will give 
| me time I will explain the matter to him. If the 
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should be made to inure to their protection. For | the frontier yet remains unprotected. 


this | have been arraigned as a new convert to | 
the Administration; but I eay now that | am will- 
ing, on all occasions, to do what I deem proper 
for the interests of the country. When this 
Administration, or any other, pursues a high- 


Now, sir, it happens to be the opinion of a 
|| majority of those Senators whose constituents are 
|| the most interested in this matter, who are the 


bill, you cannot carry the proposition to raise four 





minded and honorable course, lays down its posi- 
tion and asks me to do my duty asa citizen, I 
shall not allow my official position or political 
affinities to swerve me from the discharge of my 


duty. 

The Senator from Virginia seems to think that 
I insinuated that he ought not to have any judg- 
ment on this matter because he was the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance. That is not what 
Isaid. I did say that every man should be pre- 
sumed to know more on those subjects which he 
most studied than on others, and that every Sen- 
ator should be supposed to understand the subjects 
referred to him, and which he had investigated. 
I stated that the chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs had thoroughly examined this 
question, that those associated with him on the 


|| additional regiments. 
| their opinion, that, if you give them two regiments 
| 


of regulars and five hundred rangers, as proposed | 


| by the Senator from Virginia, the protection which 
| they seek will be afforded. The honorable Sena- 


| tor from Georgia will not give us this protection, | 


| because he says we must go the whole figure, or 
| get nothing; we must, as good party men, come 


up to the recommendations made by the President, | 


| and, as a matter of etiquette, we must agree to the 


| Proposition of the Committee on Military Affairs, | 


| and must take four regiments, or nothing, That 
| is his argument. He says he has no doubt that 
| the provision for raising four regiments can pass, 


|| because the emergency is so pressing that Con- || 


1 gress will see the propriety of passing it. I have 
very great doubts of it. Suppose the honorable 


\| 8 


|, most exposed to these depredations, that, on this | 


It happens, also, to be | 


ress. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Let me say to the honorable 
|| Senator that, if we new adopt the provision for 
|| two regiments, there will be no possibility of 
obtaining the other two regiments of which he 
speaks. 

Mr. RUSK. I donot think there is much pos- 
sibility of obtaining the four regiments anyhow. 

Mr. SHIELDS, Let me ask the Senator 
whether he is not now giving his opinion in rela- 
tion to the Flouse of Representatives, and not in 
| relation to this body? Is he not speculating as to 
| the temper of the House—not the temper of the 
Senate ? 

Mr. RUSK. 1 am speaking from experience. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I mean to say that four regi- 
ments are necessary, and that, if we make the 
|| effort, we can pass a provision for four regiments 
|| as well as we can for two regiments and a frac- 

tion. 
| Mr. PRATT. Pass it here—in this body? 
|| Mr. SHIELDS. Yes, sir; pass it here; and 
\\ if we stand together we can get it passed in the 
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ments and a fraction, we shall get no more for | hundred. Asa substitute for the proposition to '! military forces stationed at proper intervals al, . 
grant four regiments of regular troops, and five | . 
hundred volunteers, the Senator from Virginia | 


sessions to come. 
Mr. RUSK. Well, sir, that same game has | 
failed to win for years back. The Administration 
which preceded this asked for an increase of mil- | 
itary farce, but it was not granted. This Admin- 
istration has made a similar recommendation, but 
no increase of force has yet been granted. Now 


the gentlemen are seeking to kill the frontier with || 


kindness. If they should insist on the four regi- | 
ment proposition, and it should fail now, as it has | 
failed heretofore, what will be the effect? Will it | 
not be just the same to the frontier as though they | 
had voted against giving any protection at all? If | 
the emergency of which gentlemen speak operates 
on both branches of Congress, so as to makea 
majority of each willing to grant four regiments, 
they will surely have no objection to inserting two | 
of those regiments in this appropriation bill, and | 
providing for two more in their proper place. 1 
repeat, Mr. Fillmore and the present President 
of the United States have asked for additional | 
military force to protect the frontier, but it has not | 
been granted. Now, in my judgment, if you in- | 
sert in this bill a provision for four regiments, you | 
will defeat the whole measure, and we shall still 
be without protection. I ask Senators—for the 
protection of the frontier, for the protection of the 
emigrant routes toOregon and California—to adopt 
the amendment of the Senator from Virginia, and 
give us two regiments of mounted men and five 
handred rangers. After we shall have done that, 
I shall cheerfully join gentlemen in taking from | 
the table and passing the bill to provide for two | 
additional regiments of infantry. 

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, if the question 
were to turn on the argument of the honorable | 


Senator from Texas, (Mr. Rusx,} I should forbear |, 


to make any observations on the subject. I am 
aware that it is one with which he is familiar, 
and that his parliamentary experience authorizes 
him to speak with some confidence in regard to it. 
I should like to know why, if the House should | 
come to the conclusion that something was neces- 
sary to be done, and we should agree to the propo- 
sition to raise four regiments, they might not 
reduce the number to two if they thought four too 
many? Ifthe House should do this, should we 
not then have the subject within our control. I 
am ata loss to perceive why the Senator from 
Texas supposes we shall endanger the whole 





_ proposition for increasing the Army by voting for 


a greater increase than the House would agree to. 
If it turns upon that, I do not think there is much 
in the argument. 

Mr. RUSK. Ihave already stated that an in- | 
crease of the Army has been asked for by the 
Executive for four years past, and at the end of 
the four years we have not obtained it. 

Mr. BELL. We may suppose, however, that 
the evidence which has been adduced by the state- 
ments which were read from the Secretary’s desk 
to-day, taken from the communications of the Pre- 
sident and Secretary of War, has had some effect | 
not only upon the Senate, as we plainly perceive, 
but also upon the House of Representatives. Under | 
this state of things, if the Senate should agree to | 
increase the regular Army by the addition of two | 
regiments of infantry and two regiments of | 
mounted men, and the House should be of opin- | 





proposes to allow two regiments of mounted men, 

‘hundred in place of four thousand five hundred 
regulars and volunteers, recommended by the 
| Executive. 


whether only two regiments should be added to 
the regular Army of the United States, or whether, 
| according to the views presented by the honorable 


Senator from Illinois, it is not expedient that | 
1] 


| in the present condition of affairs, the attention of 


there should be an increase of at least four regi- 
ments of regulars, even if we abandon the idea of 
| any greater number of volunteers than five hun- 
dred? Let us look at this point. The present 
| nominal force of the Army of the United States, 


| pediments to regular recruiting to fill vacancies and 
| supply casualties,) the proportion of eleven to four- 
| teen is about the proportion of effective to nominal 
| force. This ratio is not only at the present mo- 

ment, but is likely to be for the future, the pro- 
| portion of the effective to the nominal force of the 
| rank and file. The honorable Senator from IIli- 
| nois thinks that if we abandon the idea of author- 
| izing the calling forth of three thousand volunteers, 


' as recommended by the Executive, two regiments | 


| of mounted men, with the five hundred volunteers 
_ proposed by the Senator from Virginia, will not 
be adequate to the defense of the frontiers, in the 


|| present exigency. Well, sir, according to the 
proportion which I have stated of eleven to four- || 


teen, the effective increase of the military force 
Oeree a by the honorable Senator from Virginia, 
will be only between fourteen and fifteen hundred 
of the rank and file of the regulars, and from four 
to five hundred volunteers. It is likely that when 
you organize your volunteer force, and march 
them to the frontier, there will not be more than 
four hundred effective men; but suppose there 


the proposition of the Senator from Virginia, have 
an effective increase of both regulars and volun- 
teers, of more than eighteen or nineteen hundred 
rank and file. 

Now, what is the great increase which, it is 
said, is proposed by the honorable Senator from 
Illinois? He proposes to add four regiments of 


regulars, and five hundred rangers, or twenty-five | 


| 





: be had to it when we come to estimate 
The question now presented to the Senate is, || 
| 
| 


it, wherever it is likely they would be useful ; 
repressing disorders, irregularities, and incursio = 
I say nothing of the border between the Unig 
States and the British possessions in the nort) : 
is not, perhaps, necessary at this time to take th t 
into consideration, though some reference ought : 
th 
ing military force of the United States, at ater 
ready to defend our frontier against insolence iad 
aggression. 

I have stated the extent of our foreign borde 
to be more than ten thousand miles, In addition 
to this, we have an internal frontier demanqiy ; 


the legislative and executive departments of ;},. 


l Government, more than our external frontio, 
|| We have, in round numbers, eight thousand mi\., 
_is fourteen thousand, under the legal organization || of internal frontier, infested by numerous ang 
of the military establishment; but, according to | warlike Indian tribes, not only on this, but also 
| the experience and observation of military men, || on the other side of the Rocky mountains, The 
_ (owing to the condition of military service,the im- || honorable Senator from Illinois has referred 1, 


| should be five hundred, you will not, according to | 





regular troops, two of infantry, and two of mounted | 


men. What will be the probable effective increase 
made by that proposition? When those regiments 
shall be recruited, if the proportion of eleven to 
fourteen be continued, you would have about two 
thousand eight hundred effective men, and no 
more rank and file—not equal to the three thou- 
sand volunteers proposed by the Executive. The 
entire increase suggested by the Senator from 
IItinois is only about two thousand eight hundred 
| effective men, and that proposed by the Senator 
| from Virginia is about one thousand eight hun- 
dred. 
| Sir, let us look at the present condition of the 
| country. Ido not wish to go into it in any detail; 
| but I think, on a question of this sort, we are 
| bound to consider what force the necessities of the 


jon that two regiments would suffice, would it not 1 country, at the present time, call for. The effect- 


be perfectly competent for them to cut down the | 


proposition of the Senate from four to two regi- | 


ments of regulars, and to grant five hundred vol- 
unteers as proposed by the honorable Senator from 
Virginia? Whatis to forbid them doing this? Or 
is it to be supposed that the House would be of the | 
opition that no increase of the military force of | 
the See is necessary for the defense of the 

frontier? If think, on the whole, that we hazard 

nothing in acting upon our own judgment as to the | 


hecessary increase of the military force. | 


The original proposition of the President, ap- 
proved by the Secretary of War, was, as I under- 
stand it, that there should be an increase of the 
regular Army to the extent of four regiments; 
and that, in addition to this increase, in order to 
answer the present exigency, as a defense against 
threatened exmbinations on the frontier, a force | 
of three thousand volunteers ought to be immedi- 
ately called out. By what seems to be the peaty 

eneral sentiment of the Senate, it is considered | 





| 





nexpedient to grant three thousand volunteers; || know that exigencies are likely to arise at any |! against the incursions of 


| ive rank and file of the United States Army 
amount, now, to aout eleven thousand men. 
| We have two thousand four hundred miles of sea- 
' board on the Atlantic. Along this sea-board we 
_ have numerous fortifications, which are not gar- 
| risoned. 1 understand that, in some of them, there 
-are hardly enough troops to keep them in order, 
and preserve them from dilapidation. We have 
/ one thousand six hundred miles of ocean border 
on the Pacific, in front of the State of California 
and the Territories of Washington and Oregon. 
We have no fortifications there, except one in 
course of construction near San Francisco. We 
have no barracks there, no arsenals for the deposit 
| or construction of arms; and still we have one 
_ thousand six hundred miles of ocean border there. 
| Then, we have a line of frontier extending from 
the mouth of the Rio Grande, up that river, and 
thence to the Pacific ocean, on the line between 
| the United States and Mexico, which is somewhat 
' more than one thousand five hundred miles. We 





statements verified by the reports from the Exec. 
utive Departments, showing that in Texas alone 
| there is a body of thirty thousand Indians, the 
| largest proportion of whom are prepared to bg. 
come hostile, and to menace the peace and safety 
of the border white settlements whenever sufficien 
| temptation is offered to their cupidity, or to their 
| natural instinct for warfare. 
| In New Mexico, we have an Indian frontier of 
about fourteen hundred or fifteen hundred miles 
with about fifty thousand wild Indians; I do no: 
include the Pueblos; but the Navajos and Apaches, 
and other wild tribes, who have not acknowledged 
| the authority of the United States and are not ac. 
customed to our CO ae Indians who have 
for centuries lived by depredations upon the indus. 
try, and the fruits of the toil of the Pueblos oy 
civilized Indians, and the Mexicans upon their 
borders, east and south of them. It will begen. 
erations before these fifty thousand Indians can be 
brought into subordination. But few of them 
have cultivated fields. It is their natural, normal 
state, to live by depredations upon their indus. 
trious and civilized neighbors. 

Then look to the condition of things in Calj- 
fornia. 1do not speak now of her ocean fronticr, 
There is no exigency or crisis existing to call 
| particular attention tothat. But there you have 
an internal border infested by numerous small 
tribes of Indians, who are estimated, I believe, to 
amount to fifty thousand. We have been repeat- 
edly urged, on this floor, to make large and liberal 
appropriatiens to establish some policy which 
would repress the hostile dispositions of those 
Indians; but we have not yet succeeded, nor are 
we likely soon to succeed in subduing their war- 
like propensities. 

In Oregon and Washington Territories we have 
an Indian frontier of seven hundred or eight hun- 
dred miles in extent, also infested with numerous 
| small tribes of Indians, with a general disposition 
to be hostile whenever they find the frontier un- 

rotected. So on our frontier on this side the 
ocky mountains, from the British possessions 
to the south, a thousand miles in extent. To he 
sure, we have nothing to apprehend from the south- 
ern tribes, situated west of Arkansas on that line; 
but they form only a small proportion of the large 
frontier, extending from the 49th parallel of north 
latitude to the Rio Grande on the south, leaving 
out of consideration Texas, for I have referred to 
| her before. 











Besides these, we have Utah; and there we have 
not only to look after the Indians who are ¢is- 
posed to be hostile, but we have other reasons, if 
we consult the true interests and policy of this 
country, why the Great Salt Lake valley and the 
| Territory of Utah should, at all times and under 
| all circumstances, be occupied by at least one regi- 

ment of regular troops. I was originally opposed 
to the formation of that country into a territorial 
government. I voted against it, even when it was 
presented as one of the famous compromise bil!s 
of 1850. I repudiated the idea of establishing an 
independent Territory with such large limits, and 
putting it under the control of a peqple with whom 
we had no security that we should not be in hosti'e 
conflict within five years, or a shorter period of 
| time. Less than one regiment ought never to be 
established there, not only to defend the Mormons 
Tndiaiib, as itis our duty 
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~ or they are part and parcel of our territory, 
z aoe Sisplag the Sova of the States of the Union, | 
ond the other Territories of the United States to 
those people. 
But, sir, as : | de 
mpute the whole number of Indians within the 
boundaries of the United States at four hundred 
‘hoasand. I think, after the examination I have 





siven to the subject, that three hundred thousand | 


hundred and twenty thousand, is the | 


or three | 
of their numbers. We are prone to | 


utmost limit 
exaggerate 


ins 


indicate what true policy dictates to this Govern- 
ment in fixing its military establishment for the 
protection of the frontier. 

’ * sir, | have spoken, on former occasions, of the 
| disposition of those Indians, from whom danger 
is apprehended, of their savage habits, of their | 
natural propensities and instincts, 


tradition which has been inculcated on them from 
their birth. 
of their race. I do not lay stress on the propen- 

sity of the Indians to become hostile, but I think 
creat weight should be given to the fact that many | 


of peace and cultivation; and besides, they have | 
their natural instincts for war. One generation is | 
not sufficient to bring them within the pale of civ- | 
ilization, and induce them to settle down quietly 
in villages, and cultivate fields, and rely on their | 
industry for support and subsistence. .We must 
look at this fact, and above all, we must look at 


held out tothem. We must consider that they | 
are savage, wild Indians, native children of the | 
forest, habituated to war not only during the pres- 
>. entgeneration, but having all their passion for 
glory and distinction founded upon feats of arms. 

We must not forget that the history of this 
country has shown that these people, although 
divided and mutually hostile, a they often are | 
among themselves, have had sufficient policy and | 
sagacity to organize formidable combinations | 
against the encroachments of the whites on their | 
territory. When our commissioners go to treat 
with the Indians for more land, they seldom meet | 


our commissioners and of their Great Father. 
This is the continuation of a system which has | 
been pursued from the time when the white man 
first planted his foot on this continent. The 
Indians are capable of combination; they are | 
capable of organizing formidable confederacies; 
cf burying the tomahawk as between themselves, 
and making a common attack upon the encroach- | 
ments of the whites on the frontiers. You have | 
been encroaching on their hunting grounds. They | 
understand this perfectly, as well as we do, The | 
effects and consequences of it they appreciate as | 
clearly as wedo. We are not only encroaching 
on them from the east, but from the west also. 
We are drawing them within a circle, though not 
with the design of exterminating them, and de- 
stroying the game from which they and their fore- | 
fathers have Soto subsistence for centuries; but | 
they see very well that, whatever our intention 
may be, the consequence to them is the same. 
We are drawing lines around them, not with the 
Same intention, but with the same certain effect | 
which follows the toils of the huntsman in the | 
highlands of Scotland, or upon our western fron- 
Uer, who form a circle, and drive the game within 
a focus, so as to give thema greater power over it. 
The Indians understand these things just as well 
as we do, although they have no ae and no 
written history; but yet, by tradition and native 
rhe they appreciate it perfectly. 

€ considerations which I have presented 
should, I think, induce us now to fix our military 
establishment, if it be in our power, upon such a 
scale as will at least have a salutary effect in re- 
Straining their wanton depredations upon the fron- 
ters of the whites, both east and west of the Rocky 
mountains. This, however, is not the only thing 
which we should consider, in determining upon | 
uis proposition. I agree with my friend from | 
dant who spoke yesterday, [Mr. Hovsron,] | 

e 


peace and friendly and amicable relations with the 


' 











TH 


the number of Indians; but even if | 
there should be one hundred and fifty thousand, 
‘ead of two hundred thousand, as some suppose, || 
disposed to become hostile, they are enough to | 

|| of ruling them by kindness. 


| Texas is in error upon one point. 
of their normal | 
> condition, their passion for war. A desire for || 
war is not only an instinct with them, but it is a || 


Hl 
It seems to be the universal passion 


of these tribes have never been addicted to habits || 


| 
the prospects which we, by our own policy, have | 
| 
| 


an old chief who does not throw it in the teeth of || and seek instantly to gratify theirrevenge. They || 
forget all our efforts for their good, all our hu- || 
| manity and benevolence, and all our attempts to 


true policy of the country is to cultivate 





Indians, both as the cheapest system of policy 


| which the United States can adopt, and the most | 


reconcilable to principles of humanity, and most 


| consistent with the dignity, character, and honor 
[ stated the other day, I do not ] 


of a powerful nation like this. I concur with him | 
to a great extent, as to the effect which may be 

produced by a careful and prudently devised sys- | 
tem for tempting as many of these tribes as pos- 
sible from the chase and from war, and bringing 
them to seek their subsistence from agriculture, 
confining them to villages, and to the fields of in- 
dustry which may be set apart for them by the 
Government of the United States. 1 coneur with 
him, that the larger portion of the Indians are sus- 
ceptible of being thus ruled, because it is a mode 
It is the most eco- | 
nomical system that can be adopted by the United 


|| States, and the most effective in regard to the 


larger portion of the Indian tribes. 
I think, however, that my honorable friend from | 
He does not || 
seem to give due weight to the consideration that, 
upon our extended Indian frontier, there is always 
mixed up with border settlementsaclass of men who 
have no objection to an Indian war, but to whom | 
an Indian war is rather a God-send. It affords 


| them an opportunity to gratify the passions which | 
are natural to them, and by habit, or from some- 


thing else, perhaps from cupidity, they itch after | 
the fine lands in the possession and under the con- | 
trol of the Indians. Besides, there are some out- | 
laws whom it is impossible for any Government, | 
no matter upon what principle it may be organ- 
ized, to control. The honorable Senator from 
Texas did not seem to take into the account the 
inevitable aggressions which will be made by our 
own border people, or a portion of them, upon 
the Indians. No man in the Senate has a better 
knowledge of the Indian character than that hon- 
orable Senator. He knows they are suspicious, | 
resentful, and revengeful. He has given one in- 
stance of it, and excused it on the ground of the 
passions excited in these people when injury has | 
been done to them. i 

Sir, when depredations are committed upon || 
them, when their villages are destroyed, and their || 
chiefs or warriors slain, by a few lawless bandittu 
from among the white men, they frequently do | 
not stop to consider whether such aggressions | 
represent the sentiment of the whole people of the |) 
United States, but they immediately rush toarms, || 


preserve peace among them; and, in a moment, 
precipitate themselves upon the unoffending fron- 
tier of the United States, and slaughter and destroy 
all they can. 
I think the chief error of the honorable Senator | 
from Texas, who addressed the Senate yesterday, | 
is, that he did not seem to take into consideration 
the danger which there is of aggressions on the 
Indians from the lawless white men along our ex- 
tended frontier. It will be impossible, with all 
the arts he proposes to practice, the establishment | 
of trading posts, supplying their wants, and grat- | 
ifying their fancy, to protect them from those ag- 
gressions, unless we have some military force ade- 
quate for the purpose. He does not seem to esti- 
mate the necessity of having an imposing force— 
I do not say a large force—upon such anextended 
frontier for this purpose; but | think a little reflec- | 
tion will satisfy every gentleman of its importance. 
Now, sir, throw out of view altogether the At- | 
lantic and Pacific coasts, and suppose we should 
remove all our regular troops from the fortifications 
on the Atlantic to our western Indian frontier this 
side of the Rocky mountains, and that all our 
disposable forces on the Pacific coast should be 
thrown on the border settlements westofthe Rocky | 
mountains, and we should then form a cordon of 
postsaround New Mexicoand the west of Texas, 
and two orthreeon the boundary line between the | 
United Statesand Mexico. Where is your effect- | 
ive force toaccomplish these objects? Your Army 
now contains no more than eleven thousand effect- 
ive men, rank and file. The honorable Senator | 
from Virginia, with this extensive frontier, pro- 
poses an increase of eighteen hundred men. 1 | 
appreciate the motives of the honorable Senator 
from Virginia, as the guardian of the public Trea- 
sury, standing in his position, and feeling it his | 
duty to guard it against profuse or unnecessar 
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| our extended interior border. 


| will not approximate to it. 
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eighteen hundred men for this extensive frontier, 
under present circumstances, and, according to hie 
arguments, for any exigency likely to arise in the 
future. 

New, let me appeal to that Senator, as a gentle- 
man whose thoughts are turned mainly to econ- 
omy and to the protection of the Treasury against 
profuse and unnecessary expenditures, whether 
economy would not be better consulted by provid- 
ing an adequate force for our extended interior 
border, than by an inadequate one? Why, sir, 


| from the Cherokee country, west of Arkansas, to 


the British boundary at the north, is an extent of 
six or seven hundred miles. There are the west- 
ern borders of Minnesota, of lowa, and of Mis- 
souri to be defended. I speak not now of Nebraska 
and Kansas, because they include the whole of 
the territory from the western boundary of those 


|, States to the crest of the Rocky mountains; but [ 


speak of the frontier of Minnesota, and of the 
States to which | have referred; and I say that I 
think a force of less than two thousand men would 
be wholly unfit to give them proper security. Lf 
do not mean a force to goon military expeditions, 
regularly, or at short intervals, into the interior of 
the Indian country. That subject has been very 
well handled by the honorable Senator from Texas. 
I agree with him, that it is preposterous to march 
one thousand mounted men in any direction, in 
order to overtake two thousand, or one thousand, 
or even five hundred Indian warriors. They dis- 
perse ag soon as your force is im array, and you 
have to pursue them to the gorges of the mount- 
ains. Your men are not mounted in a manner 
to pursue them. They can always flee, and escape 
you. What I propose, is, that we should havea 
force stationed at proper and suitable points along 
Posts should. be 
selected by military gentlemen, whase profession 
it is to select proper points for military establish- 
ments. We should have such force at each as 


| would demonstrate to the Indians that there isa 


power in their neighborhood which is able and 
disposed to chastise their aggressions at any time. 
In this way, more than in any other, we sha!l pre- 


| vent these aggressions which are likely, if not 
| prevented, to lead to a general war. 


I am very well aware, sir, that this question is 
not considered by the Senate with that gravity 
which, in my opinion, it deserves. It is a question 
upon which I do not think honorable Senators 
can arrive at a conclusion without serious reflec- 
tion. We have information before us, but that 


| information is conflicting. If, by any imprudence 


of ours, we provoke a war, either by carrying 
military expeditions into their country, or by 


leaving our frontier inadequately defended, and 
|, there should be a combination even between one 


third of the numerous Indian tribes upon that 


| border, we are in danger, during every season 
| adapted to military warfare, of having the flames 
‘| of Indian war kindled upon our borders, to which 

| the Florida war will be but a rush-light. 
| did that cost the Government? Forty millions of 


W hat 


dollars, and that war was against but a few hun- 
dred warriors—there were not a thousand of them. 
The incidental expenses of that war swelled its 
cost to more than $40,000,000. I would direct 
the attention of the honorable Senator from Vir- 
ginia to this fact. He is the natural guardian of 
the public purse, by his official position as chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance. Sir, the 
economy which would save the difference between 
two regiments of mounted men and five hundred 
volunteers, on the one hand, and four regiments 
on the other, may kindle the flames of war that 
will cost you $10,000,000 a year to extinguish. 


| [ stated, the other day, that if you do provoke 


such a war as that upon the frontier settlements 
of the United States, $10,000,000 a year, for a 
series of years, will be required. Five millions 
You ean have no 
Indian war upon our border east of the Rocky 
mountains which will not be communicated by 


| sympathy to the western side of thuse mountains; 


and almost all, if not all, the tribes upon the 
Pacific coast will be brought also into a etate of 
hostility. 

I repeat, again, they are aware of the conse- 


| quences of the advance of population east and 


west upon their old hunting grounds. I under- 
stood, when Linvestigated the subject, and | believe 


|| | ean state with some confidence that there are 


expenditures. All that he proposes to concede is '' forty-fivethousand wild roving indians who do not 
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think of ever settling down in the neighborhood of 
any post or fort, and of seeking subsistence by 
agriculture, There are at jeast twenty, or thirty, 
cr forty thousand west of New Mexico. Who 
has ever heard of any disposition on their partto 
settle down? Who expects it in the present gen- 
eration? When I speak of forty-five thousand of 
roving prairie Indians, the Arabs of our deserts, 
not his side of the Rocky mountains, | do not 
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| Rocky mountains; and also to keep up the liberal | 


|, have the power to chastise them. 


mean to include the Indians of New Mexico. || 


There are some thirty or forty thousand, gome say | 


fifty thousand; and if they are restrained,as prob- 
ably they will be from late occurrences, from dep- 
redations upon New Mexico, they must subsist 
by depredating upon the peaceful inhabitants, the 
Pueblo Indians, and Spaniards settled in New 
Mexico. 

Here, sir, then, instead of two hundred thou- 
sand wild Indians likely to become hostile, | only 
assume there are one hundred thousand; and about 
fifteen thousand of them will be warriors. What 
is their condition? How are they to live? How 
are they to subsist? Either by plunder, or by the 
aid which they receive from their more powerful 
and flourishing and industrious neighbors or pro- 
tectora, the sovereigns of the territory, the masters 
who can claim the territory on which they reside. 
I said the other day, as lying at the very foundation 
of our policy, that there are only two alternatives: 
You must feed or you must exterminate these 
hundred thousand Indians. 1 will only assume 
that there are about one hundred thousand; which, 
I think, is about a third of the whole aggregate 
amount of the Indians in the United States, and 
it is only one fourth of the assumed aggregate of 
four hundred thousand. I will assume that there 
are only one hundred thousand who are dependent 
exclusively upon the chase for subsistence. They 
can bring only fifteen thousand warriors into the 
field, most of them mounted upon good Indian 
durabie horses. I assume that those fifteen thou- 
sand, unless you subsist and feed them, can 
keep in alarm and excitement, and reasonable or 
rational fear of constant incursions, the entire ter- 
ritory of twothousand miles. Those fifteen thou- 
sand warriors—it is unnecessary to assume that 
there will be forty thousand—do not go in large 
forces. Five hundred, or a a thousand, 
will be the utmost they will ever muster in one 
body; and whenever you send a force of troops to 
meet them they will flee and escape from you. I 
said the other day that thealternative is to subsist 
these Indians—and in a few years it will come to 
that question—-or exterminate them. Therefore, 
I agree with the honorable Senator from Texas. 
{tis not only more consistent with the feelings 
and character of the people of the United States to 
subsist them, but it would be the most economical 
plan of meeting their necessities. 

In a few years it must come to that dire neces- 
sity. You are penetrating their country as the 
ether honorable Senator from Texas [Mr. Rusx} 
stated, on four or five distinct routes of emigration. 
Elonorable Senators have said that thirty or forty 
thousand emigrants go upon those routes annually 
to California, New Mexico, Oregon, or Washing- 
ton. They intersect the route of the buffalo, the 


principal, almost the exclusive source of subsist- | 


ence for the Indians, in four or five different direc- 
tions. The Indians see that their only hope of 
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natural subsistence is likely to be cut off. There- | 
fore, sir, | say that our true policy is to conciliate | 


the Indians, and make liberal treaties with them. 
Promise them—and when we promise, always 


} 
' 


} 
i] 
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comply—a liberal distribution of provisions in | 
kind, year and year, and perhaps twice a year | 
upon our border, both east and west; but, at the | 


same time, it is indispensably necessary to keep | 
an adequate force distributed upon both those bor- | 


ders, in order to show the Indians that any ingrat- || 


itude on their part for the liberality of the United 


States will be promptly punished; not by moving || our borders east and west of the Rocky mount- 
e large army with banners in array, but by having || ains, two thousand and eight hundred of an in- 
troops upon our frontier, with horses as fleet as | crease in the regular Army, rank and file, is the 
their own, and with men trained to the service, | very minimum which ought to be adopted by the 
You will find them in enue of the mountains, | Senate, and be carried through Congress. 


and they can be tracked 
of old in the frontiers of 


such men as we had 





} 
| 


entucky and Tennes- || regarding the recommendation of those who are 


| Senator from Texas on that subject, what would 


distribution of the means of subsistence. The 
Indians must live. They will live or they will 
die with their arms crimsoned in the blood of the 
frontier settlers. You must have the subsistence; 
but you must also have the force to show that if 
they do not accept our charities and be peaceable, 
but stil pursue their native instinets for war, we 


These are the grounds upon which I think the 


increase of the regular Army to two thousand | on Finance to sit out this bill to-day? 


eight hundred men is not too small an increase. || 


I willingly abandon the idea of employing volun- || out. 

1 would have voted for it on an exigency; || 

but I agree with some gentlemen that | do not | make = this subject, as I come from a 
ni 


teers. 


think the exigency is so pressing. 


I opposed the proposition of appointing three || course the Senate may see proper to adopt. 


commissioners. 1 did it upon cailing to mind | 
some past experience on the subject, when com- | 
missioners were sent to our western frontier upon 
a similar occasion, recollecting how total the fail- | 


ure was, and how grievously disappointed were || 


not only myself, but all those who concurred with 
me in the proposition of the Executive. Politicians 
are too often sent out with no knowledge of the | 
Indian character, and no adequate comprehension 
of our true Indian policy. I donot care what the 
disposition and intentions of the President or Sec- 
retary of War may be, I know how difficult itis, 
the way things are managed now-a-days, and not 
now only, but for the last twenty or thirty years, | 
for him to carry out his own wishes. The com- | 
missioners coe perform no valuable service that 
cannot be better performed by our agents, now in 
our official employ upon our frontiers. 

I suppose that the idea was that the commis- 
sioners should go in advance of the troops. I un- 


derstand now ee expected to go at the head || 


of, perhaps, five hundred, to penetrate the Indian 
country, and hold out, it is said, the olive branch 
of peace, backed by a military force close in the 
rear, Asl said to one gentleman, in private con- 
versation, and I should like to know from the 


such a man as General Jackson make of the three 
commissioners, who would go to govern and con- 
trol him, when he was sent into an Indian coun- 
try to repress Indian hostilities? Why, sir, on 
the first day’s march he would put them under 
arrest, probably. The army, in a case of that 
description, could not advance at all. The sup- 
position was, that the commissioners were im- 
mediately to inform the officer which of the tribes 
of Indians were disposed to be peaceable, so that 
he should know where he should direct the force; 
whether he should march in one direction or not. 

But, sir, are not the agents as likely to obtain | 
this information? We established the policy which 
is now in operation some three or four years ago. 
It has worked well; there is no necessity for a 
resort to the former policy of appointing men here 
who are unaccustomed to the Indian character, or 
to the wants of the Indian tribes. But it may be 
said, that the President would be sure to appoint 
such men. If they will attempt to select gentle- 
men competent and experienced in Indian affairs 
to be our superintendents and agents, | will go 
with them to appoint such, because I think they 
may have a proper perception of the true policy 
of the Government, and of the management of 
Indian affairs. As to obtaining information, the 
Indian agents can get it much more speedily; they 
can tell more readily what tribes are hostile, and 
what are not, if we desire to know that before we 
determine whether to send the three thousand men. 
Those men can go with the olive branch, a few 
days in advance, if you please, or at the head of 
a detachment of three hundred or four hundred 
men, into the Indian country. 

From these various considerations, sir, I think, 
for the purpose of repressing hostilities on both 





The 
honorable Senator from Texas says you are dis- 


see, on the borders of the Cherokee nation, the | most interested in the frontier; that they ought to 


land from which my honorable friend from Texas 


sprung. That is the only way to do it—to have 
an adequate force, not in larze numbers, but dis- 


tributed at pro ts all around our western 
frontier, and the Gontier the other side of the! 


' 


know better, and that they will feel the conse- 
quences of the action of the Government. I re- 
peat the sentiment with which I commenced, in 
reply to the honorable Senator from Texas, if 
there is any contingency at all, any necessity for | 


|| seems to be no difference of opinion in the Senate 


|| tection to our frontier settlers. 


an increase of the Army, if we make t 


tie intreas 
let it come down to what they think expedient 
will be in the power of the Senate to agree to in 


and I say, with cordiality, J would aeree to i, i: 
it should be only one regiment, if they would 
agree to no more. I will agree to the Propositig 
of the honorable Senator from Virginia, if thar 
the ultimatum or the limit to which the : 


will 
Mr. WELLER. 1! do not know whether e 
the intention of the chairman of the Committes 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall try to sit i; 


Mr. WELLER. I have a remark or two to 


on whieh will be deeply affected by th 


here 


of the 


_as to the necessity of increasing the military for, 


| of the country, however widely we may differ aa 


to the amount of that increase, or the manner in 
which it should be made. The Senator from 
| Georgia seems to claim a great deal of credit fo, 


| sustaining the proposition made by the Presiden 


of the United States, for the purpose of giving pro. 
Now, sir, the 
executive branch of the Government, year after 
| year, has called upon the legislative department 
foran increase in the Army. The reasons fo, 
that increase have been assigned. There hare 
been citizens of the United States murdered on 
their way over the plains. The property of our 
citizens has been destroyed. The Executive now 
comes before us and asks for an increase in the 
Army in order to give that protection; and my 
friend from Georgia makes a merit of going for it! 
| Ll never doubted that that Senator, or my friend 
from Tennessee, who also seems to claim to 


|| be the friend of the Administration, would stand 


by the Government when that Government was 
likely to beinvolved in war, either with Indians or 
with foreign nations. I therefore think there is 
no particular credit to be given to those Senators, 
because their parts of the country are just as much 
interested in having the frontier protected as 
others. As Americans, they cannot but feel as 
much interest in the question as we who live on 
the frontiers. Sir, it 1s not a party recommenia- 
tion. It is the Executive officer of the Gover- 
ment asking for an increase of the military force 
in order to give protection to the frontiers, and to 
the emigrants passing from the Atlantic to the 
| Pacific. I never supposed, fora moment, that any 
| of the party feelings which have controlled the 
_conduct of the Senator from Georgia, would be 





| allowed to control his action when called upon to 


vote for such an increase to protect our helpless, 
our defenseless frontier. His constituents, and 
| the constituents of other Senators, are passinz 
_ through the Indian country on their way to God's 
chosen land, (California,) and they are demanding 
| progestios against the tomahawk and scaiping 





nife of the Indian. If the Federal Government 
has become so weak that it cannot extend this 
protection, it will soon cease to command the con- 
fidence or respect of the people. 

Now, Mr. President, asto the force proposed to 
be raised. The proposition made by the Presi- 
dent of the United States was, for Congress to 

nt authority to raise three thousand volunteers. 
hat proposition met with the approval of the 
Committee on Military Affairs. However widely 
they might have differed from the President as to 
the propriety of raising three thousand volunteers 
for such aservice, they did not hesitate when the 
Executive officer of the Government, with all his 
responsibility resting upon him, asked for that in- 
| crease. But that proposition has been withdrawn. 
There are now two amendments before the Sen- 
ate: One is offered by my friend from Illinois, 
[Mr. Sutexps,] to increase the regular Army of 
the United States, by the organization of four 
additional regiments; the other is the propesition 
of the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Hunrter,| to 
increase it by the organization of two mount 
regiments, and five hundred rangers. If the object 
be to meet the present difficulty only; if you merely 
desire to give to the President of the United States 
a sufficient force to repress Indian hostilities; if 
you only desire to give to him a force sufficient to 
afford protection to the emigrants passing from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific side of the continent, then, 
in my judgment, you will have fully attained that 
object by the adoption of the amendment of the 
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regen wih the establishment of military posts at 
: venient points, and five hundred rangers to keep 
the connection between those posts, In my udg- 
ment, would give all the protection whic the 
people of that section of the Union desire. Then 
military posts ought, for the present, at least, to 
be established within 
Then our citizens will soon settle around those 
posts where the 


selves. 
coaches from St. Louis to San Francisco. 
=z a daily line of stages through this much 
misrepresented country. 

| wish it to be understood, however, that I am 
in favor of an increase of the Army, in the manner 
proposed A! the Senator from Illinois. I believe 
that the public interest requires that it should be 
increased at least four additional regiments. You 
have gone on and extended your country, until 
you have added almost a continent to your ac- 
quisitions. You have acquired, since the treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, one hundred and sixty- 
eight thousand Indians within your limits. If 


the Army of the United States has been only | 


large enough to afford protection in times past, 


dement, it is demonstrated that it | 
aia ‘ | the rights of our people. 


is too smallnow. I do not know of any Senator, 
except the Senator from Texas, (Mr. Hovsron,] 
who has complained that the Army has ever been 
too large. If it has not been too large, I say, in 
years that are past, then, since these acquisitions, 
it is clearly too small. I go, therefore, for an 


increase of the Army; but, as I said before, if |) 


your only object is to provide a military force to 


disperse these Indians, to repress insurrections, | 
to quiet the Indians, to prevent the difficulties | 


upon the frontiers, then what is proposed by the 
Senator from Virginia is amply sufficient. TTwo 
additional regiments of mounted men, with five 
hundred rangers, and the force already stationed 
in Utah and New Mexico will, | think, be en- 


tirely sufficient. A great deal will depend upon the |, 


manner in which the force would be stationed. 
All that will be necessary, in my judgment, will 
be the establishment ef military posts in that re- 
gion of country, with a band of rangers to act as 
scouts and keep up the connection between the 
posts extending from the Rio Grande to the Cali- 
fornia line. 

There are none of us who desire an Indian 
war, and more especially is that State from which 
I come, averse toit. A large portion of our popu- 
lation—the most valuable portion of coatekbes 
tion in California—reach that country by the over- 
land route. They go with their families. They 
go with their week: They contribute to the wealth 
of our State much more than those who reach 
there by the ocean steamers. We desire, there- 
fore, above all things, to keep that line of commu- 
nication open and undisturbed, so that the emi- 
grants passing there, with their valuable stock, shall 
not sustain loss, either in their property or their 
lives. A majority of those who have been re- 
garded as our most valuable citizens have passed 
over the plains, and such will probably be the 
case in years to come. 
ing thousands in keeping up a communication 
with California by sea, | have a right to demand 
that those overland emigrants shall not be aban- 
doned to the tender mercies of the ruthless savages. 
As long as they stand upon American soil, they 
heve a right to demand protection. 

I agree with the Senator from Texas that many 
of those wars have been provoked by bad white 
men. It has sometimes been the case that a large 
party of emigrants, wending their way to California, 
finding that some of their property had been de- 
stroyed by Indians, have inflicted summary ven- 
geance upon them. Upon the next party that came 
along, which was not so strong—perhaps they had 
women and children—the Indians took their re- 
venge. So far as that party was concerned, the 

attack was wholly unprovoked; bat you have to 
look back to the one which preceded it in order to 
determine who was originally in the wrong. Sir, 
many years ago, when an allusion was made to 


the aggressions inflicted by the Indians upon the || 


white men, as recorded in history, it was signifi- 
cantly remarked by an Indian, “The Indians 


rotection against the Indians, and we shall | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


a re oi I 
ator from Virginia. I say that two additional | 
eens , properly placed upon the emigrant | 


fifty miles of each other. | 


| 


land is susceptible of cultivation, || 
and will soon be strong enough to defend them- || 
Establish these posts, and our enterpris- || 
ing citizens will soon give youa daily line of stage || 


Give || 


| 


| 


rine —_ 


floor, for the poor and unfortunate 
Indian as was exhibited yesterday by the Senator 
from Texas. I desiretoprotectthem. That their 
extermination, in the end, is inevitable, no man can 


a __ ______ ee ——-— 








have no historian.’’ We may say so; at this day, || tors on this 
Mr. President, they have no newspaper to record 
the outrages which white men may commit upon 
them; and hence, as the Senator from Texas has 
well said, we oftentimes do them injustice. The fail to see. 1 grant you, that many tribes have 
barbarities of the red men are published and repub- | made progress in the arts and sciences. The 
lished in a thousand presses, but no chronicle re- | Cherokees, the Choctaws, the Chickasaws, and 
| cords the outrages perpetrated by the white man; | the Creeks have made rapid advancement, within 
the story of his wrongs is untold, unrecorded. | the last generation, in everything that tends to 
| 1 desire, so faras 1 am concerned, to adopt a | ennoble human nature. We are making an effort 
system of conciliation; but I hold that itis utterly | upon the shores of the Pacific to civilize and 
impossible to conciliate those who are now upon | Christianize them. We have out military reser- 
your frontiers in open arms against you. They | vations. We have adopted the policy of gather- 
have tasted of blood, and the strong arm of milita- | ine the different tribes from the mountains and 
ry os alone can restrain them. ‘hat the Sioux || valleys into those reservations, where they can be 
Indians are now confederating in anticipation ofa taught the art of agriculture; where they can be 
eneral war with the Government, is undeniable. | induced to labor sufficiently to procure for them- 
‘hose Indians made a treaty with Colonel Mitch- | selves the necessaries of life. Sofaras the experi- 
ell in 1850. Before the treaty was ratified ky the | ment has been tried, it has been eminently success- 
Senate of the United States, it was openly disre- || ful. The young Indian boys, under the direction 
garded, openly violated. Official notice of the | of the superintendent, acquire a knowledge of 
' fact was transmitted to the Department here, that | plowing and farming quite as reatlily as any of 
| immediately after the treaty they had notoriously | the white boys of our own country. The men 
disregarded it; and they are now confederating | will sometimes work five or six days industri- 
together in anticipation of a war with this Gov- || ously, every hour, from the rising to the setting 
ernment. ‘They feel and know that their out- || of the sun.” They will then abandon it, return to 
rages cannot be suffered to pass unpunished. To | the mountains, and wander for deys and weeks, 
avoid a repetition you must teach them that our | until they are starved out, and then they will return 
Government will never allow such barbarities to || to the reservations, and again engage in work. 
pass unrevenged. Until they feel and know the || They will soon abandon their resort to the mount- 
power of the United States, they never will respect || ains and look upon the reservation as their home. 
If we would restrain | They will soon abandon their roving habits, and 
them, we must make them fear war. A weak || settle down upon the comfortable farms provided 
| nation never commands their respect. || for them by the Government. Here, away from 
Now, Mr. President, | would not go so far as || the contaminating influences of a different race, 
the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Be.t.] i un- under the benign influence of a humane Govern- 
derstand him to say that there ought to be at least || ment, their existence may be prolonged, and the 
a full regiment stationed in the Territory of Utah. || blow which we are compelled to inflict, rendered 
| If the Senator will take the trouble to look, he || as light as possible. 
will find that there are only twelve thousand In- || Sir, the Indians are fast fading away. My 





Whilst you are expend- | 


dians in Utah; and if it requires a full regiment || attention was called, the other day, to a report 
to control twelve thousand there, how many regi- || made by the Indian agent in California to the 
| ments would be required to control fifty-eight | superintendent, with regard to the diminution in 
| thousand in New Mexico? There are fifty-eight | the number of the Indians located in the four 
thousand there at this time, and it would require | counties of Nevada, Yuba, Sierra, and Placer. 
some five regiments, according to the calculation || These counties have very rapidly settled up with 
of the Senator from Tennessee, to preserve and || a white population during the last five years. In 
Po the rights of our people in that Territory. || 1849, there were in those four counties ten thou- 
do not desire to increase the Army beyond the | sand and seventy Indians. At the close of the 
absolute wants of the country. Further than this || year 1854, there were three thousand eight hun- 
I cannot, dare not, go. 1 should like, however, || dred and sixty. That is all that were left. They 
to ask some gentleman, who has more experi- || have not been scattered abroad; they have not 
ence than | have, what difference there would || wandered into the mountains, or distant lands; 
be, in time, between the raising of volunteers for || but they have gone to ‘ that bourne from whence 
the frontier, and the raising of two regiments of || no traveler returns.” The smal! pox, that fatal 
regulars as proposed by the amendment? because | disease, has broken out among them, and those 
| the President has told us that there is an imme- | Indians, numbering ten thousand and seventy in 
| diate demand for the troops; and if the regu-| 1849, have, in the lapse of four years, been re- 
_ lars cannot be organized in as short a time as the | duced to three thousand eight hundred and sixty. 
_ volunteers, or nearly in as short a time, then, as | Sir, I confess the contemplation of this picture 
| @ matter of course, it would be better to send a || excites all the sympathy of my nature. Thou- 
| volunteer force. If, as the President represents, || sands of them who wandered undisturbed over 
| the case admits of no delay, time becomes an im- the towering mountains and productive valleys of 
portant element in the determination of this ques- || my adopted State, have been swept away by the 
tion. I wish the force raised at once, in order | tide of emigration, and are now in the land of 
} that no blame whatever may attach to the legis- || spirits where “ the wicked cease from troubling, 
| lative department of the Government. and the weary are at rest.” 

1 think the volunteer force is the best in the || {do not doubt that this has been the case with 
world for fighting; but for repressing Indian dis- || the Indians in every portion of the State of Cali- 
turbances, for restoring peace and tranquillity to || fornia. Our population there is scattered through- 
the frontier, for conciliating the Indians, I do not | out the whole length and breadth of the State. 

| think that they are the best. As the Senator from | The white man has gone into the gorges of the 
Maryland has well remarked, ‘‘ they generally go | mountains. He has gone upon the rivers and 
out to fight, and, unfortunately, many of them || water courses. He has dammed their rivers in 
| might be disposed, upon their return, to boast of | the pursuitof gold. He has driven their fish from 
the number of scalps they took during their cam- | their streams. He has destroyed their timber. 
_psign.”” I say, therefore, for the purpose of pre- || They have no longeran acorn upon which to sub- 
| serving the peace and quiet of the country, for the | sist. Sir, in my judgment, at this very hour there 
purpose of bringing the Indians under the sub- are thousands of Indians in the State of California 
_Jection of our Government, and induce them to | who are dying from starvation; and would you 
| respect the rights of our people, your regular force | ask me to engage ina warof extermination against 
| is far preferable to the volunteers; especially if || those poor and defenseless and wretched beings? 
| connected with the proposition to raise five hun- || That they have committed outrages upon white 
_ dred rangers, as the Senator from Virginia pro- | men is unquestionably true; and | undertake to 
poses. Ifa general Indian war should ensue, then | say that there has been as much humanity shown 
your volunteers would be found the most effective || by the people of California, in their conduct to- 
in chastising them. 1!f I were sent out to concil- || wards the Indians, as in any of the frontier States 
| late the Indians, and bring them under subjection || of this Union. Californians have never treated 
*y acts of kindness, | would prefer the regulars. || them with injustice or inhumanity. But the 
it desired to chastise them, and force them to || Indians are there. To remain in our midst is im- 
_ submit, give me volunteers. || possible. Their subsistence has been taken from 
Mr. President, { am sorry to see that these In- |; them. ‘Their fish have been driven down to the 
dians are fast fading away; and I apprehend there || bay of San Francisco, or to the lower portion of 
| is quite as much sympathy, among many Sena- || the Sacramento or San Joaquin. They are now 
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either compelled to steal or starve. If they steal 
the property of the white man, he takes the law 
into his own hands, and avenges his own wrong, 
and a war of extermination is inevitable. 

it is no pleasure to a man, whose heart is in 
the right place, to reflect upon these things. Itis 
not a pleasure for us to look over this extent of 
country and see hundreds of tribes, once powerful 
in their day,and numbering their thousands of 
‘warriors, who have gone down to their raves in 
penury and want, ‘The sovereigns of this great 
apd mighty Republic, which now attracts the 
wonder and admiration of the world, have long 
since disappeared before the unrelenting, the resist- 
less march of the white man. We may for atime, 
upon our reservations, afford thein subsistence; 
we may teach them the art of agriculture, and 
disabuse their minds of the impression that labor 
is degrading; we may prolong their existence; but, 
sir, in the end their destruction is inevitable. It 
is utterly impossible for them to live in contact 
with the white man; itis for them a mere question 
of time; but whatever we can do to alleviate their | 
sufferings; whatever we can do to soften the blow 
which stern necessity seems to require us to in- 
flict upon them, as humane and Christian men we 
ought to do it. If we can adoptany policy which 
will save them from destruction, elevate them in | 
the scale of moral beings, and contribute to their 
happiness, we are under the highest obligations | 
todo so. Unless that can be done under the sys- | 
tem adopted in my own Siate, | despair of accom- | 
plishing it. 

sut, Mr. President, { did not intend to speak 
upon this branch of the subject. I only desired || 
to say that,so far as the repression of Indian hos- || 
tilities is concerned, so far as giving security to 
the emigrants on this route to California is con- |, 
cerned, the amendment proposed by my friend | 
from Virginia will effect the object. 1 shall be | 
content, | am sure, with that. And now, Mr. | 
President, there ought not to be any difference of | 
opinion on this subject, The Executive branch 
of the Government has warned us against the | 
dangers; he has told us, upon more than one 
occasion, that, unless the military force is in- 
creased, the destruction of the lines of our people 
upon the frontier is inevitable. We have disre- 
garded those warnings, I have made every effort || 
in my power to increase the Army, and thus give | 
the necessary protection. If there be any more | 
blood shed on that frontier; if the poor emigrant 
is to be stricken down by the hand of the Indian 
for want of protection, the responsibility must | 
rest with the Executive, not with me. I shall take | 
care that my hand, at least, shall be clear of their | 
blood; and I say to the Senate now, that unless 
you increase your military force, you will prevent | 
emigration to California, overland, during the | 
coming season. . It will be utterly impossible for | 
any man, or any party of men, to make the way | 
overland, unless you have a military force to pro- | 
tectthem. Around the military posts, settlements 
will soon grow up, and the white man will very 
soon be strong enough to protect himself. You 
established a military post at very great expense | 
at Fort Reading, on the upper waters of the Sac- | 
ramento river; and you are now about toabandon || 
it. At the time it was established, there were | 
numerous tribes of Indians there; but, under its || 
protection, white settlements have been made | 
around it, and the fort is no longer necessary. | 
You propose to remove it one hundred and fifty || 
miles further to the north. So it will be, in my || 
judgment, if military posts are established in Utah, 

ew Mexico, and on the route to California. | 
Setilements will spring up around them, and will 
soon be strong enough to protect themselves. 
That, it seems to me, is the true policy to pursue. 
i ask no more for my own people than | am will- |. 
ing to extend to others. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, [Mr. Banger |) 
in the chair.] The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Illinois to the amendment of || 
the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. HUNTER called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I desire to occupy as little 
time as possible, but I feel called upon to make 
some reply to gentlemen who have spoken. As || 
the day, however, is far advanced, I move that the ] 
Senate do now adjourn, | 

Mr. HUNTER. I hopenot. I hope we shall | 
ait the bill out. 


~ 
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| consume but a morent. 
| House will give its unanimous consent to take it 
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The motion was not agreed to—ayes 13, noes | 


not counted, 


Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, thus far in | 


the session | have not seen so much urgency dis- 
played. However, it is not the first time that I 
have seen the gag system inforced, in the discus- 
sion of matters of great importance. 
lect during the last session, at the hour of three 
in the morning, when a majority had the control 
of the Senate, it seemed convenient for them to 
deny the free discussion of the subject which was 
under debate. 
siom that any benefit can result to the country by, 
and that its immediate necessities are such as to 
require, this extraordinary degree of precipitancy, 
1 hiope that we shall derive the full advantage of it. 

| have every disposition, Mr. President, to ac- 
cord to the Adminwiration, to the Executive of the 
counry, all the aid that may be required for the 
protecuon of our citizens, no matter upon what 
part of the frontier they may be located. I have 
every disposition, and have ever evinced a dispo- 


siuion, to accord to Senators a privilege that ap- | 


pears usual, if not as a matter of right, asa matter 


of courtesy; and when it is denied to me | feel not | 


the least degree of inconvenience. 

Mr. PEARCE, I ask the Senator to give way 
for a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Certainly. 

Mr. PEARCE. 1 then move that the Senate 
do now adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- | 
| journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 30, 1855. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry Sricrr. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the President of the United 


States, transmitting therewith a communication, | 


of the date of 29th instant, from the Secretary of 
the Interior, with accompanying papers, and rec- 


ommending that the appropriations therein asked | 


for en appropriations for the survey of 
the ‘Territories of Kansas and Nébraska) be made. 
The communication further suggests a modifi- 


cation of existing laws, with a view to enable the | 
| President to carry into effect existing treaties with 


the different Indian tribes in Kansas Territory. 
It further recommends that provision be made, 
by law, requiring the lands which are to be sold 
on account of the Indians by the Government, to 
be appraised and classified; a minimum price to 


be fixed, for a less sum than which no sales shall | 


be made without further provision of law; and 
authorizing the sale of lands in such quantities, 


and at such times and places, as the obligations | 


of the Government, the rights of the Indian tribes, 
and the public interest, with reference to speedy 
settlement, may render expedient. 

Mr. ORR. 1 move that the communication be 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and 
printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On.motion by Mr. CULLOM, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the petition and papers of the late Hon. 
Samuel llogg, for the purpose of reference to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 


ST. JOSEPH’S MALE ORPHAN ASYLUM. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I ask the unanimous 


"consent of the House to take from the Speaker’s 


table a very short bil!, the purpose of which is the 
accomplishment of a benevolent object for the 
District of Columbia. It will take but a moment 


| to pass it. 


What is it? 
It is a bill to incorporate the St. 


Many Voices. 
Mr. DAVIS. 


| Joseph’s Male Orphan Asylum in the District of 


Columbia. It is very short, and its passage will 


I therefore hope the 


up. ‘ f 
No objection being made, the bill was taken up 


| for consideration, and read by its title, as follows: 


An act to incorporate the St. Joseph’s Male 


|| Orphan Asylum in the Disttict of Columbia. 


I well recol- | 


If, sir, it is supposed on this occa- | 








Jan 
_Famuary 89, 
The bill having been read in exte aa 
|| ordered to be read a third time. 

It was subsequently read a third time 
passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message was received from the Se 
Assury Dicerns, Esq., their Secretary, informine 
the House that the Senate had passed a bill ang 
joint resolution of the following titles: 

An act to extend to the Territories general! 
the laws regulating the fees and compensation ¢f 
officers and suitors in the United States courts in 
Oregon; 

A joint resolution for the relief of the Sec 
of the Territory of Minnesota: a 

In which he was directed to ask the concurreng 
of the House. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, by unanimous con. 


sent, introduced the following bills and joint rego. 
lution, of which previous notice had been given. 
which were severally read a first and second time 
by their titles, and referrer as indicated below: 

A bill for the relief of R. A. Clements, admin. 

istrator of James A. Mullican. Referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

| _ A bill for the relief of Thomas B. Graham, Re. 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

| A bill establishing the compensation of regis. 

| ters and surveyors in certain cases. Referred 

| the Committee on Public Lands. 

| A joint resolution providing for the adjustment 

| 

| 

} 


NSO, Was then 


and 


Nate, b 


retary 


of the accounts of John Wise, Samuel Wise, and 
William J. Wise. Referred to the Committee og 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


| BENNETT’S DIGEST OF PENSION LAWS, ETC, 


| Mr. ROWE. IL ask the unanimous consent of 
| the House to introduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be authorized 
|, and directed to purchase twenty thousand copies of Ben- 

nett’s Digest of the Pension, Bounty Land, and Patent 
|| Laws, &c., for the use of the Iouse: Provided, That the 
|| ost of the same shall not exceed two dollars per volume: 


|| And provided further, That the same shall contain such 
| laws relative to pensions, bounty lands, pay of the Army, 
and patents, as may be passed by the present Congress, 


If any objection be made, I shall move to sus- 
| pend the rules to enable me to introduce it. 

The SPEAKER. Such motion would not be in 
order except on Monday, under the rules of the 
House. 

Mr. ROWE. I desire to read two communica- 
| tions, which I hold in my hand, in relation to this 
‘| matter, and recommending the work. One is 
|| from the Third Auditor of the Treasury Depari- 
|| ment, and the other from the Commissioner of the 
| General Land Office. 
| Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to ask my friend 
| from New York if it is his purpose to put this 
|, resolution upon its passage? 

Mr. ROWE. It is. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If it were his purpose 
_ to refer it merely, I would have no objection to its 
| introduction, but_otherwise I object, for I do not 
| want to get into any discussion of any such ma'- 
| ters on this day, which is set apart for the consid- 
| eration of territorial business. 





for information. 

_ The Clerk commenced the reading, but was in- 
terrupted b ; 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I also object to its 
| introduction. 
| Mr. ROWE. I hopethe gentleman from Ten- 
| nessee will allow the communication to be read. 
Mr. LANE, of Oregon. 1 call for the regular 
| order of business. 
|| Mr. ROWE. I hope the House will indulge 
_me in remarks for a few moments. It is very 
_ seldom that I trouble the House in relation to any 
| matter, and J have endeavored, for several days, 
to get the floor, to enable me to introduce this 
resolution. The members of the House well 
know how difficult a matter it is fora modest 
man, at any time, to get the floor, and I trust | 
shall be allowed to proceed. 

The SPEAKER. Is the objection withdrawn’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is not. 


BILLS INTRODUCED, ETC. 


The SPEAKER. Objection being made, fur- 
ther remarks are not in order. 


| Will the Chair be allowed, at this time, to make 


| The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read 
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.,ezestion to the Elouse, and to the chairman | 
sthe Committee on Territories? 
* Cries of ** Yes!”? * Yes!’’) 

The SPEAKER. A great many members 
uoon this floor have bills which they wish to intro- | 
guce or report for reference only. — It would bea 
reat relief to them, and to the Chair, if those bills | 
soil be run off this morning, provided they give | 
rise to no debate, and with the understanding that | 
they ace not : be bores acs by motion to 
scansider, and put upon their passage. {| 
“ML, RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I am 
anxious, for one, to progress as rapidly as pos- 
sible with the territorial business. Iam aware 
of the desire of gentlemen to introduce bills for 
reference, and shall gratify them so far as 1 am 
able to. With unanimous consent, I propose 
that a short time this morning be set apart for the 
reception of bills for reference only. 

The SPEAKER. Say twenty minutes. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not object, || 
provided the understanding is that the bills are not |, 
avain to be brought before us by motion for recon- 
sideration. 

The SPEAKER. 
proposition? : ‘ 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker, I have endea- || 
vored, for the last two or three weeks, to get an 
opportunity for calling up the bill which pro- 
poses to modify the existing tariff. That there 
may be no misunderstanding, I propose now to | 
give notice in the House that, if I can get the floor 
on next Thursday, I shall move to go into the || 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
for the purpose of taking up and considering that 
bill. I feel it due, as well to those who oppose the 
measure as tothose who favor it, to make this || 
public announcement in advance, so that all who || 
desire to vote upon it may be present when the 
question is taken. Jf the House agree with me, | 
] shall ask that the vote on the motion to go into || 
the committee be considered a test. If the vote || 
be adverse to the motion, I shall then ask the 
House to proceed to the consideration of other | 
bills—considering the vote as conclusive that the 
subject will not be touched during this session. 


Mr. HIBBARD, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported back, without amendment, 
Senate bill (No. 305) entitled ** An act to direct a 
reéxamination of the account between the United 
States and the State of Maryland,’’ with the rec- 
ommendation that it do not pass; which was || 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union, and, with the accompanying || 
report, ordered to be printed. 


Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN, from the Committee || 
on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill; which | 
was read a first and second time by its title, as | 
tollows, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
liouse, made the order of the day for to-morrow, || 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be | 
printed: | 

A bill for the relief of Philip R. Rice, deceased. | 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I | 
am instructed by the Committee on Commerce to | 
report adversely on the petition of Israel S. Smith, || 
and to move that it be laid‘upon the table, and the | 
accompanying report ordered to be printed. | 
_ The SPEAKER. The unanimous understand- || 
ing of the House was that bills should only be || 
received for reference, and that no motion should |! 


r 


I 


Is there objection to the ] 
} 





hereafter be made for reconsideration. | 
The question was taken; and the motion to lay 
upon the table and print was agreed to. } 
Mr. WENTWORTH, from the Committee on 
ommerce, reported back, without amendment, | 
Senate bill (No. 356) for the relief of George Den- 
nett, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, with the | 
recommendation thai, it do not pass; which was | 
ah to the Committee of the 
of the Union, and, with the accom ing report, 
ordered tn be printed. eae 
Mr. RICHARDSON, I do not desire to in- 


TH 


|| tlemen were to waive the opportunity for intro- 
\| ducing bills which they desired to get before the 


| for reference. 
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carrying of turpentine on board of vessels pro- | 


|| pelled, in whole or in part, by steam, with the 


recommendation that it do not pass; which was 
laid upon the table, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. WENTWORTH, it was 


Ordered, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of citizens of 


| Oswego for refunding duties paid on Canadian products at 


Oswego, subsequent to October 18, 1854, and the resolution 


repealing so much of the act of March 2, 1851, as prohibits | 
| the receipt of commissions by officers of the customs upon 
| the northern, northeastera, and northwestern frontiers, and 


that they be laid upon the table. 


Mr. HOWE, from the Committee on Military 


| Affairs, to which was referred the petition of Lieu- 


tenant John Clark, submitted an adverse report 


| thereon; which was laid upon thetable, and ordered | 
| to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. HOWE, it was | 


} 
Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal of the 


petition and papers of Lieutenant Jobu Ciark from the files 
ot the House, for the purpose of presentation to the proper 
Department. 


Affairs, reported back Senate bill (No. 254) for | 


| the relief of Catharine B. Arnold, without amend- 
ment; which was referred to a Committee of the | 


Whole House, made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 
Mr. MACE, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back Senate bill (No. 464) for the relief 
of Israel Ketchum, without amendment; which 
was referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 


| made the order of the day for to-morrow, and, 


with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WALLEY, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a biil for the relief of William Irvin, de- | 


| ceased; which was read a first and second time 


by its title, referred to a Committee ~f the Whole 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 


| printed. || 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise to a question of | 
order. 1 understood the agreement was that gen- 


House for consideration. If these reports are 
allowed to consume the time set apart for that 
purvoues I may as well now move that the rules 

e suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. Let the committees wait to submit 
their reports in regular order. 

The SPEAKER. Billsare now being received 
The Chair will receive none but 
those which are proposed to be referred. 


Mr. DISNEY, from the Committee on Public 


| Lands, reported a bill; which was read a first and 


second time by its title, as follows, referred to 


Union, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed: 

A bill to amend the act of Congress approved 
May 23, 1844, entitled ‘‘ An act for the relief of 


|| citizens of towns upon lands of the United States, 


under certain circumstances.’’ 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 1] have been 


instructed, by the Committee on the Judiciary, to + 


submit adverse reports upon sundry memorials 
and petitions, which, I presume, may be presented | 


|| In gross. 


he SPEAKER. Thegentleman’s proposition 
is not in order, as it would lead to the consumption 


of the tire set apart by the special order of the | 


House for the reception and reference of bills. 

Mr. FRANKLIN, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill; which was read a first and second | 
time by ite title, as follows, and referred :o the 
Committee on Commerce: 

A bil to reéstablish Snow-Hill, Maryland, as | 
a separate collection district. 


Mr. EDDY, from the Committee on Revolu- | 


4 


| several hundred citizens of Alabama, asking the 
| repeal of all duty on railroad iron. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman's proposi- 
tion is not in order, under the unanimous order of 
the House. . 
Mr. EDDY, by unanimous consent, introduced 
| a bill; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, as follows, and referred to the Committee 
| of Claims: 
A bill for the relief of D. B. Myers. 


Mr. EDGERTON, from the Committee of 

| Claims, reported a bill for the relief of William 

Hagerty; which was read a first and second time 

by its tile, referred to a Committee of the Whole 

| House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 

, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
| printed. 


On motion by Mr. RICH ARDSON, the follow- 
| ing Senatebilland joint resolution were taken from 
| the Speaker’s table, read a first and second time 


| by their titles, and referred to the Committee of 


|, the Whole on the state of the Union: 
Mr. HOWE, from the Committee on Military || 


| A bill to extend to the Territories generally the 
laws of the United States regulating the fees and 
compensation of officers; 
Joint resolution for the relief of the secretary of 
| the Territory of Minnesote.. 


| Mr. BOCOCK, from the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, reported back a bill for the relief of Re- 
‘ becca Winn, widow and executrix of the last will 
| and Testament of Timothy Winn, deceased, late a 
poms in the United States Navy, \accompanied 
y 2 report; which was referred to 'a Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MORGAN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill providing for the working of the 
, United States steam dredge-boat in the harbor of 
Sodus, in Cayuga, and Sodus in Wayne county, 
' New York; which was read a first and second 
| time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 
Mr. READY, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back a bill for the relief of Thomas 
J. Johnson; which was referred toa Committee 


| of the Whole House, made the order of the day 


far to-morrow, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 

, Invalid Pensions, reported a bill. for the relief of 
the assignee of bounty land warrant No, 27,849, 

| issued to William Phillips and Sarah Carner; 
which was read a first and second time by its tile, 

, referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 


| made the order of the day for to-morrow, and 


ordered to be printed. 


Mr. H., from the same committee, reported baci 
a bill increasing the pension of Anthony Walter 
Bayard; which was referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, made the order of the day for 


|, to-morrow, and ordered to be printed. 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 


Mr. H., from the same committee, reported 


_ back Senate bill (No. 447) to increase the pen- 


sion of Patrick Miles; which was referred to a 
Committee of the Whole. House, made the order 
of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to be 
| printed. 


‘(| Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on 


| Military Affairs, reported’ a bill for the relief of 
William G. Preston, late a captain in the war 
of the United States with Mexico; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, made tle 
order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to be 
| printed. 


Mr. NICHOLS, from the Committee on Private 

| Land Claims, reported sundry biils; which were 
severally read a first and second time by their re- 
spective titles, referred to a Committee of the 

| Whole House, made the order of the day for to- 

| morrow, and ordered to be printed: 

_' A bill for the relief of George Rush, of Thurston 

| county, Washington Territory; 

A bill for the relief of James P. Roane; and 


terpose any sort of objection, but it seems to me 
that this is not the of business which we 
understood was to be received 

The SPEAKER. The 


tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the || _A bill confirming a land claim to Elijah White, 
heirs of Thomas Morris; which was read a first || of Washington Territory. 
‘ || and second time by its title, referred to a Com- Mr. HARLAN, of Ohio, from the Committee 
: Chair will not allow |, mittee of the Whole House, made the order of | on Public Lands, reported back a bill for the 
anything to come in which may give rise to debate. | the day for to-morrow, and, with the accompany- || relief of John R. Bowes, agent in charge of the 
Such was the unanimous order of the House. ing report, ordered to be printed. || property of the United States, at Michigan City, 
Mr. WENTWORTH, from the Committee on Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask the unanimous consent || in the State of Indiana; which was referred to a 
merce, reported back a bill to regulate the || of the House for leave to introduce the petition of || Committee of the Whole House, made the order 


hole on the state 
| 
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printed. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, by unanimous con- 


sent, introduced the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire what further legislation, if any, is now 
necessary in relation to the light-house system of the Uni- 
ted States ; and that they report what light-house dues or 
tolls are now imposed by foreign nations on the vessels and 
commerce of the United States; and, if any are imposed, 
that said committee report what changes sfiould be mrade 
by the Government of the United States, to aid in uphold- 


ing our light-house system ; and that they report by bill or | 
o 


erwise. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill, as a substitute for a bill 
already before the House, more effectually to pro- 
vide for the punishment of certain crimes against 


the United States; which was read a first and | 


second time by its title, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi. Task the unan- | 


imous consent of the House to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution, for the purpose of reference: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this House, as far as may be 
compatible with the public interest, copies of the corre- 
spondence between the diplomatic agents of this Govern- 
ment and the Government of Spain, touching the causes 
disturbing the friendly relations between the two Govern- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to be || in the Territories of the United States to aid in the | visions of this bill are entirely con 


construction of that line of telegraph. 


In the 
| opinion of the Chair, the bill is in order. 


Mr. JONES. Well, sir, if the Territories are || 


| willing to give up their business for this sort of 
| thing, let them do it. 

The reading of the bill was then concluded. 
Mr. FARLEY obtained the floor. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. That bill is a very 
| important one, and | desire to make a suggestion 
|in regard to it. 1 am satisfied that all the time set 
| apart for territorial business wil! not be sufficient 
to enable the committee to come to any decision 
‘|| upon it. And lask, therefore, that the gentle- 
| man from Maine will—if the bill is to be consid- 
| ered as territorial business at all—consent that it 
be Inid aside till the other territorial bills are dis- 


posed of. 
| Mr. FARLEY. I cannot consent to that prop- 
| osition. At the same time I do not desire to 


|| occupy the time of the committee 
|| Mr. RICHARDSON, (interrupting.) Will the 
gentleman from Maine allow me to make a single 
|| suggestion? 

r. FARLEY. Of course. 

| Mr. RICHARDSON. Thisbill, Mr. Chairman, 








fined to - 
he States. Me 


Territory, and do not touch any of t 
{Cries of ** Order !” ** Order!” 
The question being ‘‘ Shall the decision of 

Chair stand as the judgment of the committee »"" 

| Mr. HAMILTON. I demand tellers, : 

|| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Fartry,» d 

|| Jones of Tennessee were appointed. oe 

|| The committee was divided; and the telle 

| reported—ayes 73, noes 48. r 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of orije, 
| My question of order is this: that this bill is no; 
|| territorial business, because it is, as it declares 
|| upon its face, a bill for the benefit of the ty, 
| individuals named in it, neither of whom is, 
| resident of the Territory, but both of whom liy, 
| in the State of Maine. 

| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already 

decided that question of order. The gentleman 
|| from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] twice raised ih, 
/ question that this was not a territorial bill, anj 
| the Chair has twice overruled the question of 

order, and from the last decision the gentlemay 
|| appealed, and the committee sustained the decision 

‘| of the Chair. 





is a very important one; there is no doubt about || Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Will the gentlemay 
that. I am satisfied of the disposition on the part | from Maine yield me the floor for a moment? 
| of the House to transact territorial business, and || Mr. FARLEY. Certainly. 

I know, and believe, that the Committee on Ter- || 


Mr. DAVIS. Thisisa very important bill, Mr, 


ments, and the instructions from the Department of State | ritories can get the consent of the House to come || Chairman, and yet I presume there is not one man 


to the diplomatic agents of this Government in relation to || to a vote upon this matter after it shall have been 





the same. Aud also, copies of all the correspondence be- 
tween the Government of the United States, and those of 
France and Great Britain, in respect to the Island of Cuba, 
which may not have been hitherto communicated to Con- 
gress. 


I move that the resolution be referred to a select 
committee. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I presume there will be 
no objection to the passage of the resolution. 


| discussed; and I trust that gentlemen will discuss 


| it within a reasonable time, and let us go to the || 


|| consideration of other business. I am sure that 
|| can say, and that the House will believe the 


|| statement, that I shall not endeavor, by any means, | 


| to take advantage of the absence of members for 
| the purpose of passing this bill. 1 know it is an 


It || important one, and I mean that, if it isto be passed | 


in twenty on this floor who has ever seen the })\| 
| till this moment. Wouldsit be in order, for the 

purpose of facilitating the business of the com. 
| mittee, to move to pass by this bill, informally, {i\| 
| to-morrow, that we may have time to look at it? 
Mr. FARLEY. I submit that the gentleman 
| from Indiana cannot take the floor from me to 
make a motion of that kind. 


Mr. DAVIS. I got the floor by the courtesy 


is in the usual form of resolutions for information. || at all, it will be passed fairly and validly by a full | of the gentleman. 


Mr. WRIGHT. 
adopted. 
ere being no objection, the resolution was | 
received and adopted. 
Mr. CLINGMAN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted, and to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; which were signed by the Speaker: __ 

An act for the relief of James Wright, jr., of 
the State of Tennessee; 

An act to repeal an act for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Samuel Prioleau, deceased ; 

An act for the relief of Zabina Rawson; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Webb; and 

An act fot the relief of William Hawkins. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move that the House 


resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 


The motion was agreed to. 
TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state.of the Union, 
(Mr. Pups in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of Senate bill (No. 60) authorizing the | 
construction of a subterranean line of arene 
from the Mississippi or Missouri rivers to the | 
Pacific ocean. 


I will then ask that it be 


|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


i! 


House, and not by any sort of legerdemain. 


has been read through, I rise to make a question 
| of order; and that is, that this bill is not proper] 
before the committee, because it is not designed, 
| or intended, or calculated, for the benefit of the 
| Territory, but for the benefit of the State on this | 


side of the Territory; and the mere fact that it is 
| proposed to establish this telegraphic line through | 
| the Territory, does not, in my opinion, constitute | 
it a territorial bill. 
me FARLEY. I rise, also, to a question of | 
| order. 
Mr. DISNEY, (to Mr. Jones.) That question | 
of order has already been decided by the Chair. 
Mr. JONES. 
| to the Chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. The same point of order | 
as that now raised by the gentleman from Ten- | 
| nessee was raised a few minutes since, and the | 
| Chair then ruled that the bill before the com- 
| mittee was in order, and that it was a territorial 
| bill within the meaning of the resolution of the 
House. The Chair overrules the point of order. | 
Mr. JONES. And from that decision of the 
| Chair | wish to appeal. 
Mr. HAMILTON. I would draw the atten- 
| tion of the Chairto one fact. This telegraph is | 
to extend to San Francisco, in California. It is, | 


I submit the question of order | 


Mr. FARLEY. There isa provision in the bill, | 





; '| Mr. Chairman, which—— 
The Clerk proceeded to read the bill in extenso. |, 


Mr. RICHARDSON, (interrupting.) Will the | 


Now that the bill || 


side of the Territory, and of the State on the other || Mr. FARL 


| of reading them. 


| directed—railroad and telegraphic. 


therefore, palpably a State measure. \|\T 


| Mr. FARLEY. Yes; butnot for that purpose. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The floor was awarded 
| some time since to the gentleman from Maine, who 
| only yielded it to allow of a question of order be. 
ing raised; and the gentleman from Indiana is not 
entitled at this time to take the floor foe the pur. 
pose of roehing we motion he proposes. 
Y. I propose to consume only 
such portion of the time of the committee as wil! 
be necessary to enable me to explain fairly the 
provisions of the bill under consideration. 1 do 
not believe it necessary that I should enlarge upon 
the subject embraced in the bill, for the reason that 
_the subject is one which has attracted general 
attention; and the other reason is, that the provis- 


| ions of the bill are simple in their nature and easily 


| understood, if gentlemen will only take the trouble 
I think | am justified in saying 
| that the public sentiment of this country is in 
favor of a more direct and speedy communication 
, between the old States and the Pacific coast than 
| we now enjoy. There are two modes of com- 
/munication to which public attention has been 
Single and 
united, they will, in time, be constructed. The 
| measure I propose is not antagonistic to the con- 
| struction of a railroad, and it is not antagonistit 
to the construction of a railroad and telegraph 
united. J present it here as an independent meas- 
ure, not at all hostile to the railroad project. 
| here are no exclusive privileges given by the bill, 
/and there is nothing in the bill which, if it is 
| passed, and the telegraph is constructed, will mili- 
tate, in the slightest degree, against the future con- 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (interrupting.) I | gentleman from Maine permit me to make a | struction of a railroad from the Mississippi river, 
would inquire if this bill is properly before the || single suggestion ? 


committee—if it is a territorial bill? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will decide as 
goon as the bill shall have been read. The read- | 


“5 called for ery. | 
r. JONES. It seems to me that it is to con- | 
nect two States. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to | 
decide the question now. 1 

Mr. FARLEY. 1! ey wish to suggest that | 
the special order assigning this day and two others || 
to the consideration sani aed ae in- |} 
cluded everything re romt ommittee on | 
Tewheries outa railroad bills. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands | 
that the bill proposes the establishment of a line || 








of telegraph: from the Mississippi or Missouri | 
rivers to the Pacific ocean, with grants of lands || 


Mr. FARLEY. Certainly. 


' or any other point, to California. This measure 
| has this great recommendation’ in its favor: that 


Mr, RICHARDSON, It is this: It is true || the construction of this telegraphic line admits 
that the bill provides for a line of telegraph from | of an early completion. There is no difficulty 
a point inside of one State to a point inside of an- in constructing a subterranean line of telegraph 
other State. But, all that granted, the power to | through the Territories of the United States. 
construct the line resides in the Territory, and the | Through a prairie country, all that is needed, is to 
bill makes no donation anywhere except in the | run a plow, or a succession of plows, and then 
Territory. | lay down the wire. The parties named in the bill 

The CHAIRMAN. And itisupon that ground | have the fullest confidence that they can complete 
that the Chair has decided the bill to be in order. | this work in two years after they commence build- 


From that decision the gentleman from Tennessee | ing it. Now, it may be suggested that the work 
| is not practicable, and that the experiment has 


a Is. 

PM. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I submit hinot been tested. All I have to say in reply is, 

that the point of order was raised too late. should the objection be raised, that the experiment 
The CHAIRMAN. It was not raised too late, || has been tested in Europe, in a great many in- 

for the Chair has entertained it. stances, with perfect suceess. There are argu- 
Mr. FARLEY. 1 desire to state that the pro- \) ments greatly in favor of a subterranean line over 
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1855. 
"oe jine of telegraph, which will be perfectly 
erent to any one who gives any attention to 
“a hiect. Let me say, in relation to this mat- 
hat, through these Territories, uninhabited as 
‘are, except by Indians, the construction of 
tine would be impracticable, while, in my 
ion, that of a subterranean would be entirely 


nracticable. a aiiis 
Ts may be said—and this is the only objection I 

» heard raised against this measure—that the 
ne would be destroyed by the Indians. But the 

“ties interested in this matter anticipate little 
‘rouble upon that account. | They think that they 
will beable to protect itagainst the Indians, not b 
ogensive, but by peaceable measures, by a distri- 
ation of presents, or, to use a common expression, 
iw getting on the right side of them. One remark 

‘rher in relation to this matter. The parties 

named in the bill do not ask the Government to 

nrotect the telegraph after the line is constructed. 

The Government, by the provisions of this bill, 

is not under the slightest obligation to protect it, 

and the responsibility of so doing falls alone upon 
the parties themselves. They have no reason to 
> doubt that they will be successful in protecting it. 
| desire now, in as few words as possible, to 
state the substantial provisions of this bill. I[t 
gives, in the first place, the right of way through 
the public lands of the United States for the con- 
struction of the line; and if these parties have to go 
into a State to construct the line; as they will in 
some State or other, as the bill requires that the 
" line should commence at some point on the Mis- 
' gouri or Mississippi rivers; and if they commence 
the construction of the line at some point in the 
State of Missouri, they must go to the Legislature 
of that State for the legislation necessary to carry 
out their purpose; and if they commence it at 
some point in the State of Louisiana, they must 
go to the Legislature of that State for the same 
purpose. If gentlemen will look at the second 
+ section of the bill, they will see what the provis- 
ions are in relation to the construction of this 
line. The requirements are such as to compel the 
parties to lay down a line of the best description. 
There are certain privileges given to the Govern- 
ment under this bill, to which I invite the atten- 
tion of gentlemen. If the line is constructed, the 
Government of the United States is to have the 
right of sending over the line eight thousand words 
per month; and it is to have the prior use of the 
line to any extent within its capacity upon such 
terms as Congress may prescribe. 

One word as to the rates which the parties are 
allowed to charge, which are ten dollars for each 
message of ten words or less, from any point on 
the Missouri or Mississippi rivers, or wherever 
the line may commence, to San Francisco. This 
charge may seem high. The rate that we now 
pay for a telegraphic message of ten words, from 
this city to New York, a distance of two hundred 
and forty miles, is fifty cents. At the same rate, 
taking into consideration the distance from the 
Mississippi river to San Francisco, two thousand 
four hundred miles, and the greater cost of a sub- 
terranean over an air telegraphic line, these parties 
would charge at the rate of thirty dollars for ten 
words; but, by the provisions of this bill, they 
oo charge over ten dollars for a message of ten 
words. 

One word as to the difference of cost between a 
subterranean and air line telegraphic communica- 
tion. The average cost of the’ air line, as I am 
informed, is about $150 per mile. The cost of 
this line will be nearly seven times as much, so 
that the rate which these parties would be allowed 
to charge under this bill, taking into consideration 
the distance and the increased expense of the sub- 
terranean over the air line telegraph, would be 

much less in proportion than the rates cha 
upon the line between this city and New York, 
and other lines in the country. The parties are 
required, by the bill, to een tu line in operation; 
and in case they should fail, for a period of six 
months, to keep it in operation, the whole line is 
forfeited to the Government of the United States. 

I desire now to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the important part of the bill, so far as 
the Government of the United States is concerned. 
Thebill makes aconditional grant of Jand, amount- 
Ing to two millions of acres, to be taker along the 
line of the telegraph through the Territories, 
within fifteen miles on either side of it, and if, 
in ‘two years after the line has been completed, 


hav 


Ms SE 





THE 


| 


| 


| 
} 
| 








| the Government fae not cau 


| the report made upon the subject, the land taken 
| along the line is estimated to be worth sixty-two 


| other department of this Government, to contract 
for the transmission of their messages and letters? | 
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sed them to be | 
surveyed, then the parties are to have the priv- | 


| ilege of relocating the like quantities of land in || 
| any of the now existing Territories which is sub- 


ject to private entry or sale. This grant of land | 


is, | suppose, the feature of the bill to which the || 


most opposition will be made. Now, the ques- | 
tion first comes up, what is this grant worth? In 


and a half cents an acre. Will any gentleman 
say that it is too low a valuation? [If it is a cor- 
rect valuation, the grant is worth $1,250,000. 
Now, for what the Government grants it gets in 


return what I have just mentioned—the right of || 
| sending over the line ninety-six thousand words | 
annually, which, at the rate of charges allowed | 





‘under the terms of this bill, is worth to the Gov- 
ernment $96,000 a year. 


this bill. Now, one word as to the power of this | 
Government to make grants of this nature. I 
hold, sir, it is entirely constitutional, as well as 
expedient. We havea State, a War, a Navy, | 
and a Treasury Department, and it is certainly in 
the power of the Government, in its discretion, to 
authorize those Departments to resort to those | 


means of communication with the different parts || 


of the country which may be necessary for car- 
rying out their undoubted powers, Has not Con- | 
gress the right to authorize the State, the Treasury, | 
the Navy, and the War Departmerits, and every 


Certainly-Congre#s possesses the power. These 
Departments have business daily to transact at 
distant points, and messages to transmit, which 
must go in some way or other—by express, by 
railroad, or in some other way. Cannot the 


tract for the transmission of those dispatches? 


Can it not, as is proposed in this bill, authorize || 





those Departments to send those dispatches over 
the line of telegraph which is proposed in this bill? | 
That is exactly what the bill proposes. 

Mr. Chairman, after all, I think this question 
is purely a question of sl for | appre- 
hend that no gentleman will make the point as to 
the constitutionality of the provisions of this bill. 
It is a practical question, and the question left for 
us to decide is this: 
interested in the construction of a telegraph line 
between the “Mississippi or Misyouri river and 
San Francisco, as to be justified in making the 
proposed line? Well, gentlemen might, perhaps, | 
differ in opinion—some may think Government 
will have frequent occasion to use it, while others | 
might think the Government would have little | 
occasion to use it. Now, in order that there may | 
beno doubt upon this point—a point which I con- | 





sider the main one in this discussion—I shall pres- || 


ently send to the Clerk’s desk, letters which I have | 
received from the Secretaries of the Treasury, 
State, War, and Navy Departments, in reply to 
letters { addressed to them, making inquiries as to 
the extent their several Departments would be 
likely to use this line in case the bill should pass 
and the line should be constructed. 

Mr. Chairman, whatever necessity may exist, 
at the present time, for the use of such a line on the 


| part of the Government, that necessity will con- 
tinue to exist; and not only to exist, but to increase || 


with every year which rolls over our heads. The quency, witb which the proposed telegraphic line would be 


| used. 


increase of our population and the increase of our 
business will enhance the use and convenience of 
this line with every year that passes away. | 

But I promised not to detain the committee. I 
desire to send to the Clerk’s desk, letters from the 
Secretaries of State, Treasury, War, and Navy 
relating to this matter. The letters from the Secre- 
taries of War and Navy cover letters from the 
heads of bureaus under those Departments, some 
of them entering fully into this subject. 

One letter, that of General Gibson, at the head 
of the 
the opinion of its writer, that his buresu would 
use the line, in time of peace, to the extent of two 





| coast, b 





~~ | 
Is the Government so far |) military bureaus of this Department, to whom your letter 


| used cannot be estimated. 
| ance and advan 





eral subsistence department, expresses | 
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annually, which the Government 
the provisions of the bill. 

I ask that the the letters may be read, and then 
I will close with but few additional remarks. 

The Clerk read the letters, as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, December 16, 1854. 

Simm: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 

your letter of the 14th instant, submitting, on behalf of the 


Committee on Territories, a bali authorizing the construc- 
tion of a subterranean line of telegraph from the Missis- 


is to have by 


| sippi or Missouri river to the Pacific ocean, and in reply 


to your inquiries, to state that this Department would, prob- 
ably, find very frequent occasions for availing iteelf of the 
facility of communication with its officers on the Pacific 
means of the proposed telegraph, should it be 
establis This, however, would not diminish the ne- 
cessity for the transmission of the same matter in writing 
by mail, in more exact and extended communications. 

The requisite offeial authority so essential in much of 
its correspondence to the Jegai discharge of its duties, 
would, also, render it necessary for the Department to 


| transmit its orders in writing, by mail, though the telegraph 
[ have thus stated the principal provisions of | 


Would still be called into frequent requisition as a useful 
auxiliary in cases requiring promptness and dispatch. 
Very respectfujly, your obedient servant, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. E. W. Paruery, Member of Commitice on Territories, 
House of Representatives, Washington city. 


DerarRTMENT OF Srate 
Wasnineton, December 39, fas4. 


Str: I have received your letter of the 16th, and have 


| examined the copy of the bill which aceompanied it, reia- 


tive to a line of telegraph between the Mississippi and the 
Pacific. The provisions of the bill appear to me to be fair 
and judicious. Ip answer to your epecific inquiry, whether, 
if the line of telegraph proposed to be authorized should be 


| constructed, and go into operation, it would be used by 


this Department for the purpose of facilitating its businese, 
I have to state, that it would unquestionably be found con- 


venient, useful, and frequently indispensable for that pur- 
pose. 
| divulging dispatehes ofthe Government, may be considered 
| to be a wise precaution. The absence of sucha check upon 
| the indiscretion or infidelity of the operators on existing 
7 | lines, has sometimes occasioned no little uneasiness. 
Government authorize those Departments to con- || 


The clause in the bill, which imposes a pemalty for 


{ have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, W.L. MARCY. 


To the Hon. E. W. Far.ey, House of Representatives. 


Wark DerartMent, 
Wasntnoton, December 29, 1854. 


Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


your tetter of the 14th instant, inelosing a copy of a bill 
| “authorizing the construction of a sublerranean line of 
{ telegraph from the Mississippi or Missouri river to the 


Pacific ocean,” and asking to be informed of the extent to 
which it would be used by this Department, especially in 
time of war. 

in reply, I transmit you reports from the chiefs of the 


and the bill were referred, from which you will perceive 
that such a line of telegraph would be a grett convenience 
in time of peace ; but the exact extent to which it would be 
In time of war, the import- 
e of it would be very great. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JEFF. DAVIS, Secretary of War. 

Hon. E. W. Fartey, House of Representatives. 


Navy DerarrMent, January 19, 1855. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your communication of the Lith instant, inclosing a copy of 
a bill to authorize the construction of a subterranean line 
of telegraph from the Mississippi or Missanri river to the 
Pacific ocean, upon which you desire from me a further 


| expression of opinion as to the importance of each a line of 


telegraph to the Navy Department, and the extent to which 
it would be used in time_of peace and im war, as an aid to 
this Department, in facilitating its business at San Fran- 
cisco, and generally on the Pacific coast. ‘ 
To aid me in arriving at some conciusion m this matter, 
I referred your letter, and the copy of the bill which accom - 
panied it, to some of the chiefs of bureaus, copies of whose 
replies are inclosed herewith. 
t is impossible for me to conjecture, with an approxima- 
tion to accuracy, as to the number of words, or the fre- 


I can well conceive of many advantages, even in 
time of peace, but in time of war they would be surely 


| mvaltiplied. 


Our growing and promising intercourse with China and 
Japan, the enlargement of our trade and commerce in the 


| Pacific, the completion of a navy-yard at Mare Island, will 
| all tend to increase our naval forces in those regions, and if 


we can communicate by telegraph, through San Francisco, 
naval orders, in pedce and war, will very often, if noi gen- 
erally, be ansmitied in. that way. Indeed, | am satisfied, 
it would produce a facility for sending Or countermanding 
orders by which much money could be annually saved. 
With very great respect, I am. sir, ve ee — _ 


Hon, EB. Ww. Paruer, Howse of Representatives. 
Those letters, coming from i:nportant Depart- 


hundred words a month, should the line be put || ments of the Government, settle the question as 
in operation. There are eight bureaus in the War || to whether the Government would have any use 


Department, and if all of them used the line pro- | 


portionally, it would amount, in the aggrezate, to | 
sixteen hundred words per month, for that Depart- | 


for the line; and I shall say nothing more on that 
point. Let me now refer toa point which f have 
omitted, and that is in reference to the construc. 


ment alone, equal to one fifth of the amount of the || tion of the line, and its protection from the In- 
privilege of sending ninety-six thousand wérds || dians. The bill provides that there shall be stations 
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at every one hundred miles. At those stations, ' excluded from selecting lands within that State. 
besides the pene the parties must have men || The amendment is to provide against any such 
to protect and repair theline. Three or four hun- || construction, 
dred men are all that are necessary to the protect-|/ There is another amendment, which commences 
ing and keeping the line in order. in line twenty-three, section six, which excludes 
ido not consider it necessary, Mr. Chairman, || these pees from the right to select lands which 
to say anything of the advantages which are to || have been reserved by the Government for any 
accrue to the country by the construction of this | purpose whatsoever. 
line of telegraph. There is not, probably, a State here is another amendment in section seven, to 
in this Union which is not connected with Cali- |, insert the words ‘‘ States or.’’ By the provisions 
fornia by social or business relations. The truth of that section, without the amendment, all inju- 
is, that every great interest of the country would | ries to the line of telegraph, or any property be- 
be benefited by the construction of this line. I || longing thereto, shall be declared to be willful and 
believe that we have now the opportunity, by the |, malicious trespasses, and that they shall be pun- 
passage of this bill, to confer great and lasting | ished as such; and extends the laws of the United 
facilities of intercommunication upon the country. | States for the protection of property, and the pun- 
I do not see that the Government can at all suffer || ishment of offenses, in the Territories through 
from the construction of the line as proposed. | which the line passes, so far as they are applica- 
The Government is to risk nothing. The Gov- || ble, to the line of telegraph in the Territories. It 
ernment is not to give anacre of land until the line |;}is proposed to amend by inserting the words 
is completed. There is certainly no cheat here; | ‘‘ States or,’’ so as to make the provision apply 
no chance for deception. The grant is condi- | to the public lands in the States through shieh 
tional on the completion of the line. The Gov- 
ernment is not required to spend adollar in the || Mr. Chairman, I believe this bill is in as good 
protection, or preservation of the line. All that | shape as it is possible to put any bill designed to 
responsibility and expense falls upon these parties. || carry out the purposes for which this is designed. 
it is not to be supposed that this Government will || The subject has been before the past and present 
ever, of itself, construct a railroad or telegraph | Congress. The bill was fully discussed in the 
line to the Pacific coast. If either is constructed | Senate, and I believe the interests of the United 
it will be by individual enterprise, aided and en- || States are as well guarded as it is possible to 
couraged by the Government. * | guard them. I believe that all the obligations that 

Now, I would ask, necessary as this line of | are necessary to be imposed upon the parties, are 
telegraph is to every section of the Union, whether || contained in this bill. Now, sir, if a majority of 
it is not wise te in the Government to || this committee are in favor of the measure, | hope 
make the grant of lands which is proposed? It || they will pass it without adopting any unneces- 
risks, it hazards nothing. The responsibility is || sary amendments. 
entirely upon these parties, There isaremunera- || Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I just want to make 
tion for the lands. The Government is privileged || a suggestion. This House, Mr. Chairman, has 
to send annually ninety-six thousand words over || set apart three days for the consideration of terri- 
the line, which is equal to eight percent, upon the Nocial business. A good portion of yesterday,as 
value of the lands proposed to be granted, valuing || every member knows, was not taken up with the 
them at thesame price the Government placed upon | consideration of territorial business. And now, 
its lands donated to its soldiers in the Mexican | up to this time—nearly two o’clock—this day has 
war. They had $100 in scrip, or one hundred and || gone without the consideration of any territorial 
sixty acres of land. Those soldiers had the right || business. Thereare many bills before us that are 
to select their lands in the States as well as the || strictly territorial bills, providing for the interests 
Territories, The parties to this bill are restricted || of the people living inthe Territories. Among these 
to the Territories. They cannot select their lands || bills, I will mention one to establish an additional 
in the States, _ land office in the Territory of Oregon. At this 

If these parties fail to carry out, in good faith, || time, Mr. Chairman, many of the people of that 
what they offer to do, the next, or a future, Con- || Territory have to travel with their witnesses three 
gress may confer the proposed grant upon other || or four hundred miles to prove their claims, and at 
parties, or withhold it. very heavy expense. , 

They ask no exclusive privileges; the bill gives ||} Mr, FARLEY. I rise to a point of order. 
them none. They offer to doa certain work on Mr. LANE. I donotyield for the gentleman’s 
fair terms; and it is for us to say whether thecon- || point of order. 
tract shall be made, 

The parties jg this bill, Mr, Chairman, are citi- 
zens of the Stateof Maine. One of them is Pres- | 
ident of the Maine Telegraph een owning | 
a line leading from Boston to the east line of the |) 
State of Maine. The other is the superintendent 
of the same line. They are gentlemen of integ- 
rity, and of the highest respectability. They are | 
men of property, and among the ‘‘ solid men ’’ of |, 


the country. Thus much I feel it my duty to say || posed to prevent difficulty. ‘The greatest confu- 
in their behalf. I presume they are acquainted || 


sion prevailed in the Hall. Members left their 
with few gentlemen of this House. Those who | seats and crowded around the two gentlemen. The 
do know them will, | am sure, bear witness to the | Chair called loudly to order, and directed the Ser- 
truth of what I say. They are in earnest about | geant-at-Armsto restore order. The Sergeant-at- 
this thing. Did f not know that they were, I || Arms proceeded, as directed, to that part of the 
would not stand here to-day advocating the pas- || Hall where the difficulty had occurred, and, after 
sage of the bill. Pass it, and I believe that they || some minutes, order was restored.]| 
will carry out just what they propose. I believe Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Order having been 
that they will put this line through in two re restored, I do not rise for the purpose of making a 
from the time sl commence operations. ‘They || speech, or of replying to the speech of the gentle- 
have the fullest confidence in their power to do it. || man from Maine. I indicated, some moments ago, 
One word as to the amendments which have || that, should I be able to get the floor again, [ intend- 
been proposed; for 1 may as well say now all that || ed to make the motion that this bill be informally 
i have to say on the subject. This is a Senate || passed by until to-morrow. I desire now to make 
bill. It passed that body at the last session, came || that motion. Before doing so, however, I will 
here, and was referred to the Committee on Ter- || simply remark to the House that this billinvolves 
ritories. I have been instructed to report it back, || the grant of two millions of acres of the public 
with several amendments. The insertion of the || lands, which fact, aside from other considerations 
words “or Missouri river,’’ in the fourth line of || connected with the bill, is of sufficient importance 
the fourth ‘section, is merely to supply a clerical || to make it desirable that it should receive the seri- 
omission... The words ‘* now existing,” are pro- || ous consideration of the House before they under- 
posed to be inserted, and for this reason: the bill || take to pass it. : 
gives the parties the right to select their lands |, Sir, asa member of this House, I generally keep 
along the line within the Territories through which || up with its business, perhaps, as closely as most 












| the line passes. 








courtesy which | extended to him a short time 
since. 
Mr. LANE. I did not call the gentleman to 
order; and if he says I did, he is a liar. 
Mr. FARLEY. You are a d——4d liar. 
[At this point Mr. Lane advanced towards Mr. 
Faavey with threatening gestures, but was arrested 
in his progress, by several members, who inter- 











itrans. It may h that, before the line is | men; but I confess that I never saw this bill until 
completed, Kansas, Nebraska, and other Terri- | it was called up this morning, and laid upon my 
tories, will be admitted into the Union, If so, by | table. Now, sir, the gentleman from Maine has, 


construction, as the bill now stands, they may be 
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|. Mr. FARLEY. The gentleman refuses me the || 








bill. He has produced his documents 
can be printed this evening, or in the ,, 
and in the mean time, the members of 
mittee can examine the bill and the docy 
| and be able to come to a correct conclusion ‘ 
_ what is right and proper to be done in the...” 
ises. Therefore, for the purpose of facilites,” 
| the public business, and for the purpose of alin 
|ing the committee to go on with the le Ninee,, 
| territorial business before it, I move that Shien 
| be laid aside, informally, until to-morrow. 
|, Mr.McDOUGALL. I objectto its being passed 
| by. d 

Mr. DAVIS. Very well; then go on 
up the time of the coneintitie: a AER Me 

Mr. BENTON. With all due respect to y, 
gentleman from Oregon, (Mr. Lane,] and to other 
gentlemen who desire that the House should 
| transact business in which they themselves ,, 
| concerned, I deem it right to let that gentlenas 
| know, and the committee know, the Scope whic 

I think can be admitted in the consideration of this 
bill, Under the decision which has been made | 

am of the opinion that all the railroad bills, and 
all the telegraphic bills, common road bills, whic), 
have been drawn up, or which can be drawn y» 
| may be offered as amendments to this bil], —’ 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair feels ca)j. 
upon to state to the gentleman from Missouri, t}y.; 
under the order of the House setting apart thre. 
days for the consideration of territorial business. 
all railroad bills are expressly excluded from coy. 
sideration. The Chair would, therefore, rule th»: 
railroad bills would not be in order as amend. 
ments to this bill. 

Mr. BENTON. Well, sir; railroad bills are 
| first cousins to telegraph bills, and, by a provision 

in the latter part of this bill, it is closely allied to 
one. Now, I deem it proper to state, that no bills 
| of this character can pass until I have exhausted 
all the time which the rules of proceeding wii 
| allow me, either here in committee or in the House, 
| 1 will fight it to the last minute of my time. 
Mr. LANE. If the gentleman will allow me, 
I will now do what I intended to do when tha: 
fellow called me to order. 

[Great sensation, and loud cries of “Order!” 
during which Mr. Far.ey made aremark, which 
the reporters were unable to hear, owing to the 
confusion that Rarer) 
| The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair cannot allow 
| any disrespectful remarks to be made. Onder 
must be observed in the committee. 

Mr. LANE. I correct that. I hope to ber. 
| spectful. I do not rise to excite any angry feel- 
_ing., Lam notangry. I was never so cool in my 
life. But I want to ask the members of this com- 
mittee—I want to ask the Representatives of the 
American people to recollect that these three days 
have been set apart for the consideration of terri- 
torial business. There is business of importance 
to the Territories pending before us, and | ask 
this committee, respectfully, asa favor to the Ter- 
| ritories, to devote what remains of the three days 
| to the proper and legitimate business of the Ter- 
ritories, 

Mr. Chairman, I have no objection to this bill 
| being considered or passed. 1 am not an eneniy 
| of the bill. But I am satisfied now, as I was 
when this bill was taken up this morning, that, 
if it is pressed, it will take up every moment of 
| what remains of the time assigned for the con- 
sideration of territorial business. 1 therefore beg 
the members of the House to pass over this bill 
until the proper business of the Territories has 
been disposed of;,and then, if there is time to take 
up this bill and pass it, why, in God’s name, let 
| it be ed. Iam not prepared to say whether, 
(if I a vote, | Seni ine for it or against it. 

At any rate, I am not an enemy of the bill. But 
I repeat, that I hope the committee will give us 
the balance of to-day and to-morrow for the con- 
sideration of territorial business. If there is then 
time to consider this bill, it can be taken up. 
move that the further consideration of this bill be 
postponed until after the territorial business proper 
shall have been disposed of. 

Mr. FARLEY, (Mr. Benton yielding the floor 
temporarily.) 1 ask the indulgence of the com- 
mittee to say afew words. The opposition which 
has been.made to. the bill now under consideration 
has been of a most extraordinary character. It is 
an opposition of a character that | did not at all 
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this morning, made a speech in support of this || anticipate when the bill came up this morning. 
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1955. 
| 
nnot be said that this measure has been 
ion the House or upon the committee. 
. been before the House during the whole 
~» {tcame hereat the last session. 1 have | 
“), done my duty in trying to get it in a position 
vere it could be acted upon. I consider it of | 
eal importance, not only to the States, but to | 
Territories through which this line is to pass. |, 
is a few years, Settlements will be made all along 
‘¢jine. 1 think that it is properly a territorial 
~ | believe that, but for the kind of opposition || 
nich has been made here this morning, this dis- || 
assie would have nearly closed by this time. | 
| regret the kind of opposition that has been made _ 
to i, It does not intimidate me atall. 1 fear not | 
‘hat kind of opposition, especially when I know 
chat Lam right, let it come from whatever quarter | 
: rad ask that the committee will act upon this | 
| meesure, and decide it in one way or the other. I 
ask that the committee will not set the bill aside || 
ynul it has been finally acted upon. : 

Mr. BENTON, (resuming.) WhenI yielded 
the foor to the member from Maine, I supposed 
that he was going to say something in relation to 
the motion submitted by the gentleman from Ore- 
gon—perhaps to agree to it. I did not expect 
him to renew his speech upon the merits of the 
pil, and 1 must protest against the time he occu- 
ved being taken out of my hour. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must remark 
to the gentleman from Missouri, that the usual 
ruling of the committee has been to compute the 
time from the moment the floor is assigned to a 
genileman. The time he has yidided to the gentle- 
men from Oregon and Maine will come out of his 
hour. That has been the ruling of the committee. 
The Chair will further state, that the gentleman 
from Oregon had not the floor to make any || 
moton. 

Mr. BENTON. I desire a deduction of the 
time occupied by the gentleman from Maine. 
With respect to the gentleman from Oregon, I 
cheerfully yield the time he occupied to him, for 
] think the day is his, and that he oughtto have it. | 

Mr. Chairman, this is ** an act authorizing the 
construction of a subterranean line of telegraph 
from the Mississippi or Missouri river to the 
Pacific ocean.’”? Subterranean! Sir, if the gentle- 
nan from Maine lived a little nearer to the country 
through which this line of telegraph is to pass, he 
would know that some of the Indians who inhabit 
that country are diggers—root diggers. They live 
by digging. They understand it perfectly. You 

may make a hole anywhere in the ground, and 
cover itup, and by looking at it they will know 
that thereis a hole there. (Laughter. And they 
will probe it and find whatis there. Sir, the busi- 
ness of hiding and finding is a profession pursued 
by the entire body of the Indians, and the entire 
body of the white people engaged in business or | 
commerce from the Mississippi to the Pacific. 
It is called caché from the French verb cacher, to || 
hide. Everything wished to be saved is hid in 
the ground, and a continual search goeson among 
all the Indians to find everything that may be so 
hid; and most expert they are atit. This is to 
bea ‘subterranean’? line—subterranean, and, [ 
suppose, subaqueous, also. It is to be made in a 
plow furrow. A plow is to be run from the 
Mississippi to the Pacific, end the wires laid in || 
the furrow. 
Two millions of acres of land for this purpose! || 
I undertake to say that two millions of men could || 
not protect it from these diggers. I undertake to 
say that the best men of Maine—and there are as | 
good men there, as vigilant and brave, as thereare | 
in the world—might stand straddling the line of a |, 
dark night [laughter] and the Indians would come | 
and cut it under them; they would come and | 
see what was there, and take away anything 
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they might think of use. That is the law of the 
putin and I wish gentlemen to understand this. |, 
You might have a line put up in the air; but the || 
idea of that plow line from the Atlantic to the | 
Pacific, 
a mole track, is preposterous. The bill proposes | 
to appropriate two millions of acres; but such a i 
latitude of choice was never known. Two mil- | 
lions of acres of land for running a plow line— || 
one line, one furrow, no matter how shallow—is | 
to be appropriated to said Alden and Eddy, their | 
heirs or assigns. These assigns! Mr. Chairman, | 
these assigns!! The moment I see that word | 


showing its course the whole distance like 
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use of said line in perpetuity, land warrants for || 
| two millions of acres, excluding all mineral lands, 


| pletion they shall have the right to select, from 
any of the 


‘line of telegraph, anywhere in an expanse of 


| in the mountains, fords, ferries, &c. Where un- | 
| surveyed lands shall have been selected, the Pres- 
| ident of the United States shall cause the same to 


asked before, much less granted. What are these 
| parties to do? TheYare to keep up this line | 


| grass grows. 


| the age of Methuselah, whic 








‘‘assigns’’ I start up—bubble stock rises before 
me, to be gambled for in the exchances of New | 
York and London. Just as much will be done as | 
will make that stock salable in market, and then | 
whatever is got is all clear gain. The expense | 
comes out of the pocket of our old relation, ‘* Uncle 
Sam,”’ who, being supposed to have no children, 
must have assigns. [Laughter. 

These gentlemen (Alden and Eddy) are author- | 
ized to construct, at their own expense, a line of | 
telegraph at such point as may be hereafter se- | 
lected. Now, sir, what liberty of selection! The | 
Mississippi river covers, | believe, seventeen par- || 
allels of iatitude; and they can select from any | 
point on that river, which washes many States, | 
and it must crossa State to get East or West from | 
the river. There is, sir, what I think we may || 
call a cateplasm in the concluding portion of the 
clause, in the shape of legislative consent by the 


graphic lines through them. Sir, the fathers of our 
country knew nothing at all about this cateplasm; || 
but legislated in the mode prescribed in the Con- || 
stitution, which could not be altered by the con- 
sent of a State. 

Well, sir, the sixth section provides that, upon 
the completion of said line of telegraph, and so 
soon as the same shall be put in successful opera- 
tion, and the free use thereof tendered to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, there shall be issued 
to said Alden and Eddy, their heirs; or assigns, 
in exchange and payment for the free and prior |, 


which two millions they are authorized to select 
and locate, as follows: From and after said com- 





ublic lands along and within fifteen 
miles of said line of telegraph, in the now existing 
Territories, not before sold or appropriated, any 
quantity not more than a section, and in alternate 
sections. 

What a latitude of selection is there given to 
them! They can select within fifteen miles of the 





seventeen parallels of latitude. From that the 

are to run as they pleage, here and there, in searc 

of good land, zig-zag, like the Virginia corn-field 
fence, through the best tracts, and through the || 
richest lands that can be found, from the Missis- 
sippi to the Pacific ocean. There is a great lati- 
tude there. They are not to take land, but they 
are to take Jand warrants, and though, at present, 
these warrants may not be reduced to subdivision, 
they will, like the Virginia military land warrants, 
come down to forty acres before the assigns get 
them. The result will be that they will pick out 
the eyes of the country; will select the best land | 
everywhere; they will take every spring, every 
grove of timber, every tract of rich land, and 
every dominating point they can find—the passes 


| 





| 


be surveyed, if practicable, and if, after two years 
from the completion of the line, said lands shall 
not have been surveyed—what then? Then it | 
shall be optional with said Alden and Eddy, their 





_ heirs or assigns, and they shall have the right, to 
_ relocate the like quantities of land in any now ex- 


isting Territories, in alternate sections, where they 
have been surveyed, and shall then be open to 
private entry or sale. Such a thing was never 





forever, perpetually, so long as water runs and | 
Then the United States are to have | 
the use of it to eternity; they are not limited to | 
k 1 think would be | 
enough, but go on to eternity. It is a bargain for | 
eternity. But I will find outa creep-hole for this | 
eternity; I would not give a straw for such an | 
eternity. Old asl am, I would not be willing to | 
accept a lease of my life for the eternity which | 
this thing will have, so far as the United States | 
use of it is concerned. | 
“ Provided, That, in the event. railroad to the Pacific | 
ocean shall be located on or near said line of tfegraph, be- | 
fore eaid patents shail be issued, the grant #f land contem- | 
plated in this section shall be so located as not to interfere 


with the location under an nt Congress may make in | 
aid of the construction of said railroad. . 


Then comes a provision extending the penal | 
laws to those who violate and trespass upon this | 





40 to these parties. 
| vices to be rendered to eternity. 
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line. That is the protection which this bill affords 
against the depredations of the Root Diggers. 
These penal laws are to protect it. | would like 
to see one of our marshals catch a Root Digger, 
and, punish him, criminally, for having dug up this 
line, as dig it up he would to see what it was, and 
to take everything which he could make into a 
string, or a point of an arrow, or to kindle the 
fire with. How would you apply your laws to 
him? I now come to what is the creep-hole of 
this whole thing: 


“ That said Alden and Eddy, their associates and assigns, 
shall, at their own expense, keep said line of telegraph in 
working order, and, at their own cost, operate the same, 
transmitting said Government dispatches and commnni- 
eations at all times, when said line shail be in working 
condition,’ =—— 


Creep out hole number one. 
—‘as requested by the officers or authorized agents of 


| said Government; and if they shall.at any time unreason- 


States, to this Federal Government running tele- || 
| successive months, to operate said line—unless prevented 


ably refuse se to do, or shall neglect, for the space of six 


from so doing by some unforeseen disaster ,’>—— 
Creep out hole number two. 


| — or some unavoidable calamity ,’’—— 


Creep out hole number three. 

—‘‘ arising from sickness of operators’?—— 
Creep out hole number four. 

—*‘ or from Indian hostility and depredation’?—— 
Creep out hole number five. 


—‘‘ said line of telegraph, with all its appurtenances, shall 
os forfeited to, and become the property of, the United 
tates. 


That being the case, I shall do ail I can to pre- 


|-vent the United States from betng the owner of any 
|, such property in working, or not working, condi- 


tion. 

At the end of two years, when one message is 
sent through, two millions of acres of land are to 
They get pay in hand for ser- 
When they get 
hold of this land once, it is gone forever. There 
will be an eternal end of it tous. When this fur- 
row has been run once, and the telegraph line laid 
down and covered over, all the parties will have 
to do is to let the work go tothe Government, and 
in six months the ruins of it belong to the United 
States. And what are the United States to do 
with it? How many men will they employ to 
operate and protect it, and what will it cost? 


| T'wenty-odd years ago, when the proposition was 


made for the Government to raise live-onk for our 
Nevy, I said, at the time, that | would undertake 
to predict that every cubic foot of live-oak we 
| would get from our plantations would cost us a 
cubic foot of silver; and the only qualification 
| that I make im regard to this telegraphic line is, 
that we will pay a cubic foot of gold. t will be 
the same with everything the Government under- 
| takes to do—this telegraph line inclusive, if so 
unfortunate as to become its owner; and that they 
will be pretty sure to do in the first six monthe 
after it carried through one message. The 
Government is put forward as the party to be ben- 
| efited; but it is a line for the public, for everybody; 
| and this governmental business, which is a mere 
| incident common tu every line, is to give us juris- 
| diction, and make it constitutional. Why not 
| christen it a ‘‘ military telegraph,’ and so bring 
| it under the war power, or a ‘‘ commercial tele- 
| graph,’’ and so bring it under the power to regu- 
| late commerce? But where is it to begin for the 
benefit of the Government? Not here, where the 
| Government is, but where the parties please, from 
| the head to the mouth of the Miissienlpet. Then 
| the Government will want another line to get to it, 
_ nearly as long as itself. This is beautiful accom- 
modation to the public. 
| The Government is no hand to carry on busi- 
ness of any sort. The cheapest way is to go into 
open market, and pay down for each thing it 
_ buys, and for each job it gets done. That is the 
only way to protect itself from the fate of ‘‘ Moses 
Primrose ’’ at the fair. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, we know something about 
this cour.try between the Mississippi and the Pacific 
ocean, aad upon that knowledge, |, for one, am 
ready to say no telegraph can be protected except 
it is in conjunction with a road, eher common or 
| railroad. It must be a road on which oa 

live and pass continually, to take care of it. In- 
habitants and continual passers alone can protect 
| it—and it had better be in the air than in a plow 
| furrow, so shallow as to be easily raked up. But 
| it will be cheap, very cheap, much cheaper than 











posts, to put it in this plow furrow. And what 


row! ‘Two millions of acres of choice land. 
Make the road first. People will collect upon it 
as pigeons upon a roost, and may protect it: with- 
out such settlement, it will be dug up, from one 
end to the other, for the wire, the gutta percha, 
and everything about it. 

A telegraph will be made and established, and 
that by private enterprise, the moment a road, 


either a common road, which we hope to have | 
done at once, or a railroad, which we hope will || 
come in time. A telegraph line will be a part of || 


any road, 


But what are the people of California and Mis- || 
Not able to get an*appropria- || 


souri now doing? 
tion from Congress to make a common road, they 
grope their way through the wilderness, as did 
the children of Israel to the Promised Land. 
what is the result? The people of California, 
with Adams & Co. at their head, are about to 
establish a common road. At St. Louis, the 
wealthiest people have had a public meeting, in 
which they undertook to meet the people of Cali- 
fornia in the construction of a common road. 
More than that. The Boston Company of 
which | spoke, would make a common road at 


once, and a line of telegraph would go with it— | 
and go with it as a private enterprise, which the | 


owners would keep up for the sake of its use, and 


not for the stock to go upon the exchange of Lon- || 


don and Paris. 

I hope, then, Mr. Chairman, this bill will be | 
rejected, and that this telegraph line will wait the 
fate of a common road bill, or of a railroad bill, 
and that it will pass upon the foundation that the 
Government pays for what it gets, and for no 
more than whe it gets; and above all, above all, 
that the Government shall not pay in advance for 
work to be done five or ten thousand years hence, | 
according to the bill—pay in advance for work to 


And | 
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preteens 


ee — 
| Mr. LATHAM. 


a price to give for plowing—plowing one fur- | 


I did not intend to occupy 

more than fifteen minutes of the time of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. FARLEY. I make this proposition: that 

/ one hour be allowed for discussion in committee 

| to the friends of the bill, and then one hour tothe 


|| Opponents of the bill, after which the committee 
|| shall rise for the purpose of terminating debate in 
] eengery = 8 of the Whole on the state of the 

| Union. 


I believe it is my privilege to have an 
hour for the discussion of the measure after the 
debate shall be closed; but I shall not probably 
consume more than ten minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thatcan bedone only by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. EDDY. I object to any such arrange- 


ment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will move that the 
committee do now rise, for the purpose of submit- 
ting a motion to terminate debate in the commit- 


tee. 

| Mr, HOUSTON. Will the honorable chair- 
| man of the Committee on Territories allow me 
|| to make a suggestion to him? 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I will. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from Illi- 
nois propeses to press this bill to a vote, it will be 
utterly impossible to accomplish that objeet in the 
balance of to-day and to-morrow, the time set 
apart for the consideration of territorial business. 
As there are other bills he would like to pass, I 


| suggest that he allow this bill to be passed over 


for the present, until those other matters are dis- 
posed of. The debate on this bill will be extended 
a considerable length of time. 








be done in eternity. Never was such a thing 
heard of before. Who is there in private life 
would contract to pay the whole amount down 
for any work for himself, and take an obligation 
to periorm the work for an eternity ahead? Who 
would make such a contract to keep his farm in 
repair—his fence in repair? Who would makea 
contract, the consideration to be paid down at 
once on the one side, and the service on the other, 
to be performed between this and eternity? We 
make no such bargains for ourselves, and I, for 
one, will make no such bargain for the United 
States. 

Then this bill has in it a principle against which 
I have waged war, certainly through the entire 
period of my congressional existence. I have 
waged war during that whole time against the 
whole idea of the Congress of the United States 
contracting legislatively with every set of men 
upon the face of the earth. I do not care how 
respectable they are. The member from Maine 
says these are honorable men. Granted; but 
they are mortal men, and can die as soon as dis- 
honorable men; and where is our eternal wire | 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Iam much obliged to 
the gentleman for his advice. I do not choose 
that gentlemen, by telling me they are opposed to 
bills, and by consuming the time of the House in 
debating them, shall induce me to depart from 
what I deem my duty in the discharge of public 
business. 

Mr. HOUSTON. One word in reply. I have 
not offered the gentleman advice, nor do I propose 
todo it. I have not opposed the bill, nor do I 
expect to oppose it, further than by my vote. I 
have not opened my mouth on the subject, except 


just new; and if I have trespassed upon the rights 


of my friend from Illinois I regret it. I had no 
intention of doing so. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
tleman trespassed upon my rights. 

Mr. WHEELER. I demand tellers on the 
motion that the committee do now rise. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wuee.er 
and Boyce were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to; the tellers having reported—ayes eighty- 
six, noes not counted. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had bad the state of the Union 


Ido not say the gen- 


generally under consideration, and particularly the 





workers and operaters then? I cannot contract 

with any set of men upon that principle. Let 
Congress make the law by which the work is to 
be done, but let the administrative part of the 
Government let out the contract, and have it taken | 
to the best advantage, but let us not join ont | 





administrative department of the Government 
with that of the legislative department—not make 
jaws, and at the same time make the contract in 
the law by which the thing is tobedone. I have 
opposed that always. I have seen the working 
of this thing continually, and [ have never seen 
an instance in which the Government of the Uni- 
ted States was not most deplorably worsted. 

Mr. LATHAM obtained the floor. 

Mr. FARLEY. Will the gentleman from Cal- 


ifornia give way to me for a moment? 
Mr. LATHAM. I will. 
Mr. FARLEY. I was entirely sincere when | 


said, a short time ago, that I was anxious, so far 
as | was concerned, to shorten the discussion of 
this question; because I do not believe it is neces- 
sary to have a long discussion in order that a 
committee may understand it. 

I rise for the parpose of 
I understand the gentleman from 


a 
alifornia [Mr. 





rules be sus 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


Committee of the Wh 
position. || (Mr. Petrs in the chair.) 


bill pending for the construction of a telegraph line 

to the Pacific coast, under the special order of the 

House, and had come to no resolution thereon. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Do I understand the 


gentleman from California does not intend to con- 


sume more than fifteen minutes ? 
Mr. LATHAM. My remarks will not extend 
beyond fifteen minutes. 


r. RICHARDSON. I move that debate be 


closed upon the telegraph bili within one hour after 
its consideration shall be again resumed in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Cries of ‘** No! limit it to thirty minutes.’’)} 
r. RICHARDSON. I wish to give the oppo- 


nents of the bill a fair chance. 


The question was taken, and Mr. Ricuarpson’s 


motion wae agreed to. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 now move that the 


pended, and that the House resolve 
The question was taken; and the motion was 


to. 
The Heuse accordingly resolved itself into the 
on the state of the Union, 


Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Chairman, the position 


Lariam] purposes to speak in favorof thebill. I | of California toward this Union is a singular one; 


leman would like to | 


presume, after him some wuld I 
i 1 propose is this—— 


speak against the bill. W 


and {| think that, if search was made through the 
records of the past, the parts of no other Govern- 
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ment would be found to sustain su ia 
| tion towards each other. if oan tae te Pos 
expensive — of getting to that State it oe 
some twenty-fivedays. If you take the route oe 
the large mass of your people, and which the ¢ “ 
| ernment itself is always bound to go in the tag 
portation of its troops, stores, and atmetican 
occupies from four to six months; and asa s+ it 
eral rule, one of the long routes (across the», 
can be traveled but at a particular Period of th 
I know very weil, Mr. Chairman ~ 


| year. 
east, I believe, that a large majority of this ene 





and particularly the gentleman from Mj 
{Mr. Benton,] for whom I have the Hinman 
respect, are friends to the State of California. a 
| am not now raising my voice, as the péeeee 
ative of that State, in the way of com lain 
against the action of the General Govaiines 
towards her. But I do say in my place and | 
desire it may be put upon the record, that ve 
tlemen of this House, who represent other on 
of this Union, and who say they have the fidene 
of the Government at heart, that, by their failuy 
to act upon this and other important measures 
connected with California, are making stabs at 
our nationality, virtually ostracising it from th. 
principles of the General Government. 


! Why, 
sir, we are as completely at the mercy of a 


: | ny for. 
eign potentate or Power who desired to exercise 
their sway in invading California, as a pigmy 
| would be in the hands of a giant. Our laws are 
| every day disregarded by foreign vessels. They 
| come in and insult our national flag, and they 20 
| out again upon the high seas. Our Government 
| has no power there to assert and maintain its pre. 
_ rogatives and its dignity. It is but a short while 
since a French vessel came to San Francisco with 
Russian prisoners on board. Those prisoners, by 
| their friends, went before the United States court 
| and sued out a writ of habeas corpus. The writ 
| was served by the United States marshal on the 
| officer of the vessel, commanding him to bring 
| these men before the court and show cause why 
/they were detained. What did the vessel do? 
| She immediately spread her canvas to the breeze 
and passed out of the golden gate, laughing to 
| scorn the authority of the United States. Our 
_Government was perfectly powerless. It did not 
have even a vessel of war there to assert its dig. 
nity and maintain the power of its courts. 
ir, | say here—to be brief in this matter—that 
in case there should be any conflict between this 
|Government and any other Power—I make no 
exception, any Government that has a Navy, that 
| has ships or vessels of war, may come unharmed 
into the port of San Francisco; that they will go 
up the river; that they will take possession of the 
country and levy subsidies upon the inhabitants 
to an extent that will enable them to successfully 
| battle with the Atlantic cities or the Atlantic 
States. 

Well, what do we want? That is the question. 
| We want the means of communication with the 
| Atlantic States. That is what we want. We care 
_not where it comes from. We care not how tt 
|comes. For one, I never stop to ask myself about 
| these propositions. I do not stop to quarrel with 
| the particular wording of the bill, nor do I stop to 
| inquire whether certain men are likely to get the 
credit of a measure. It is enough for me to know 
_ that the bill is one that will tend to bind the State 
| of California more closely to this Confederacy. 
| When I know that, I am forit, first, last, and all 
| the time. 
| Sir, we are perfectly powerless. My colleague 
_and myself have appealed to this House, time and 
| again, during this present Congress, to give Us 
some sort of a Pacific railroad. Cut it down, de- 
| prive it of al) its features, only leave us a bare 
_ skeleton, but leave us something upon which we 
can go before the country, and with the moral 
| power of the Government’s sustaining the meas- 
ure, thus proving to the people that our Pacific 
| possessions are regarded as a part of the Federe! 

territory. Now we have another measure, the 
pending bill. In reference to its particular features, 
upon a minuteexamination, I can see many things 
that I cannot vote for, many thingsthat, when the 
bill comes up for consideration by sections, if no 
| other gentleman does it, [ shall move to amend. 
| But the principle of the bill is right. The policy 
| of the bill is right, and may be carried into suc 
| cessful operation. Every single feature of 't, 
when considered in the abstract, independent of the 
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one be carried out. This Government 


forfeit or risk its title to onesingle acre of 


wording, 
ines not onne . | 
a of the two millions of which the onorable 
at 


from Missouri spoke in such terms of | [Mr. Disney) that that would be exceedingly || the gentleman whether he has any idea how much 


sentieman ; ; : 
se aie. Not one single acre will ever pass into || 


has of this company, or into the hands of |, 
‘oy other company, until the whole line of tele- | 
nr h is completed to the satisfaction of the 
Pe vernnent of the United States. ; 
othe honorable gentleman from Missouri (Mr. | 
penton] started out with the assumption, upon | 
yich his argument was founded—and I know 
shat the whole strength of the opposition to this 
,ill is founded upon the same gies the plan | 
. not a practicable one. Well, sir, whose risk is | 
at? dmitting, for the sake of argument, that | 
it ie impracticable, Jt is at the risk of the company 
ho undertake to carry it out. Suppose you pass 
the bill, and, after making the effort, these men 
find that the completion of this work is not practi- 
cable, they are the losers, and not the Government. | 
if they are willing to incur the risk and the respon- | 
sibility, we TH “nothing by it. If, after having | 
commenced, fy find themselves compelled to | 
abandon the project, they not only lose the capi- 
ta! invested, but they lose the work, the materials, | 
and everything connected with it. They mast go | 
on and complete it, and put it in operation within 
the space of two years. — hat is in accordance with 
the provisions of the bill. But, sir, | apprehend 
that thie measure can be carried out at first if at | 
all. The opposition that will be made—if oppo- | 
sition is made—will be in the outset, and not in | 
its final operation. If these Indians are going to 
dig up these wires, if they are going to destroy | 
the work, Lask you if they will not be likely to do 
it at once—at first? And if they do destroy it, I 
repeat, the Government will not be the losers, 
because the fee-simple of not one acre of land will | 
pass out of their hands until the whole line is put | 
in working order. 
I confess that this is, to my mind, a stupendous | 
undertaking upon the part of these men. But, | 
sir, when the line has been completed, and the | 
Government is called upon to transfer the lands | 
into the hands of these men, it will not do it with- 
out a consideration. The Government is, by the | 
terms of the bill, to receive eight per cent. per | 
annum upon the entire grant, to say nothing of | 
what the construction of the line will save to the 
Government. Why, sir, when now a vessel of | 
war comes into the harbor of San Francisco the | 
usual custom now is for them to write to the De-| 
partment at Washington for orders, and to wait | 
forareply. It requires thirty days for their letter | 
to reach here, and thirty days for the orders from | 
the Department to go back, and the vessel is thus | 
compelled to wait for sixty days in the Bay of San | 
l'rancisco, at an expense to the Government of | 
$500 per day. But, sir, if the provisions of this 
bill are carried out, the Government will be allowed 
the free use of the line to a specific extent, and | 
many thousands of dollars will be saved every | 
year. This example is but one among many. 
he gentleman from Maine, who opened the dis- | 
cussion upon this bill, told the committee that the 
value of these lands, from computations made by | 
him, was about sixty-two anda half cents per || 
acre. Now, sir, at this rate the two millions of || 
acres, which this bill grants, would cost $1,250,000. || 
The number of words which the Government are 
to transmit free of cost across the continent, would | 
amount to about $100,000 per year, if paid for. | 
In other words, the Government will receive a | 
perpetual benefit amounting to eight per cent. upon | 
the whole value of the grant. 
The greatest objection to this bill, to my mind, | 
upon which the gentleman from Missouri dwelt | 











upon very property and very forcibly, is this: It | 
gives to these parties the privilege of going 
beyond a certain limit in the selection of their | 
lands. The paragraph in the bill to which 1) 
allude, is in the following language: 
“ Where unsurveyed lands shall have been selected, thé | 
President of the United States shall cause the same to be | 
surveyed, if practicable; and if, after two years from the | 
completion as aforesaid, said lamis shall not have been | 
surveyed, it shall be optional with said Alden and Eddy, | 
their heirs or assigns, and they shall have the right, to relo- | 
cate the like quantities of land in any now existing Territo- | 
ries, in alternate sections, when they have been surveyed, | 
and shali then be open to private entry or sale.”’ 

That portion of the bill I regard as exception- | 
able. I think it should be stricken out, and that | 
these men should be coniined in the selection of ' 
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their lands to within a certain distance of the line | already added $298,000,000. in gold dust to ‘the 


of telegraph. 1 
It is suggested by the gentleman from Ohio | 


unfair, because many of the lands along the line 
would be valueless. Now, sir, [ take it ‘or grant- || 
ed that these men would locate their telegraph || 
line where settlements would most probably take || 
place. It would be for their interest so to do, | 
because they would, by that course, derive the || 
greatest advantage from the sale of their lands. | 
One thing more, and [shall have done. I know | 
very well that there are many gentlemen here— | 
and that was the line of argument pursued by the 
gentleman from Missouri—who are opposed to | 
the creation of any company of this kind, or of || 
making any grant to them, because they retain a | 
hope that, before this Congress terminates, or, at | 
least, during the next Congress, a grant will be || 
made for the purpose of constructing a railroad to | 
the Pacific, and that a telegraph line will go in | 
company with the railroad. 
r. BENTON. A railroad or a common road | 
—either one or the other. 
Mr. LATHAM. Now, Mr. Chairman, I want || 
to know if a telegraph is not as liable, and much 
more so, to be destroyed by Indians if it is in the 
air as if itis under ground? Is there any gentle- | 
man here who, in his calm judgment, would pre- 
tend to say that a telegraph in the air would not || 
be exposed to far more danger of destruction than 
one under ground ? 
As to running the telegraph along with the rail- | 
road, every gentleman knows that it would take | 
along series of years to build the road. If we 





consideration the extent of a Pacific railroad, and | 
the great difficulties which will have to be sur- || 
mounted, this Government on the one sid@j and || 
the people on the Pacific coast on the other, will || 
have to wait fifteen or twenty years before it can || 
be built. Ten years is the very shortest time in | 
which the most enthusiastic suppose that it can be | 
built. Sir, you might as well ask us to wait until | 
the whole country is settled up and organized into | 
States, and until this territory teems with popula- | 
tion, and sends its representatives here. Then 
the people along the line will have power of their || 
own to build a telegraph and railroad, and willask || 
no assistance from this Government. If that is |) 
the line of argument that gentlemen wish to adopt, | 
let them say so. If a think that neither of 
these propositions can be carried out, because 
there is no population in the basin which lies be- | 
tween the hisalasippi and the Rocky mountains, | 
let them say so; but do not let them believe that || 
they can carry out these measures by individual || 
enterprise until that period arrives. || 
I wish to call the attention of the committee to | 
the fact that there is not a Government upon the | 
face of the earth that aspires to political eminence, 
and to the power and position that we do, but 
what has seen fit to bind the extremities of its | 
empire together by means of these subterranean | 
telegraphs. There are 175 telegraphs running from | 
the city of Paris to the extremities of the French | 
Empire; 22 to Lisle, communicating in two min- | 
utes; to Brest, 80, giving knowledge in ten minates; | 
to Strasburg, 46, running in six minutes and a half; | 
and to Calais, 27, going in three minutes—all com- | 
municating within the space of ten minutes from | 
the seat 
When the French made their expedition against | 
Algiers, so perfect was their system of telegraphs, | 
that they had a nocturnal telegraph. At posts they | 


ower to the extremities of the nation. | 





had lanterns, with powerful magnifying glasses 
and strong reflectors, lighted with gas. In the || 
German Empire there are telegraphs of this kind | 
running along all the public roads. There are one 
thousand eight hundred miles of this telegraph in 
the kingdom of Prussia, and now Russia is adopt- 
ing the same policy and connecting the remotest 
portions of her Empire togetl.er by means of the 
subterranean telegraph. But this Government, 
which has the power, I maintain, which has the 
control of all portions of its territory for all pur- 
poses connected with its own maintenance and the 
protection of its own citizens—this Government, | 
alone, will not assert this right; will not maintain 

its own dignity by binding the extremities of its 

territory with hooks of steel, or with wires of | 
electricity; but they, on the contrary, are willing 


that that portion of the Confederacy which has || 


wealth of the countr 
Mr. BRIDGES, (nterrupting.) I would ask 





| it would cost a mile to construct this telegraph? 


Mr. LATHAM. Yes, sir; I have. kt will 
cost $1,250 mile. I say that a State occupying 
this relative position toward the General Govern- 
ment ought to have those ordinary facilites ex- 
tended to it which the Government has within its 


| power, for the purpose of preserving its unity. 


Mr. Chairman, there are ot' r remarks which 
I desire to make, but an unwillingness upon my 
part to occupy the attention of the committee, 
and a desire that this bill should be brought to a 
vote, induce me to sacrifice my own sense of duty, 
in the presentation of these facts and considera- 
tions, to the wish of the committee as already 
indicated. 

Mr. CRAIGE. 1 desire to say but a single 
word, and I intended to have asked the gentleman 


| from California a question before he took his seat. 


[ was much struck’ with the remarks which he 
made with regard to the telegraphs which they 
have in Russia and France. The gentleman 


| seems to think that, if they have them there, there 
| is no difficulty in our having them here. He 


seems to have forgotten entirely that this is neither 


|, a consolidated republic, nor a consolidated mon- 


archy, bat that we are a confederation of thirty- 
one independent States, and our Federal Govern- 
ment a Government of limited powers, and, there- 
fore, that the argument applying to France and 
Russia, does not apply to the Government of the 


| United States. oy 
_ can judge at allfrom the history of those railroads | 
| already constructed in this country, taking into | 


Mr. LATHAM. No doubt, in my desire to 
be brief, I did not connect my ideas as | wished 
to do, and would have done if | had had more 
time allotted tome. But, surely, the gentleman 
from North Carolina does not pretend to say that 
this Government, although it isa Federal Govern- 
ment, and one of limited powers, has not the power 
to make a grant of lands in its Territories, over 
which it has supreme control, for any pu e 
which tends to further the interests of the Federal 
Government as a Government. 

Mr.CRAIGE. The gentleman spoke of regard- 


| ing this Government as a unit, and I merely rose 


to say that I can never recognize such a doctrine, 


| either here or elsewhere. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. | I expect to take no part 
in this discussion, because my colleague has ex- 
pressed the views which I should have advanced 


to the committee. But, | wish to say here that 


I have some knowledge of the country through 
which this telegraph is to run, and that I do not 
deem it an impracticable scheme. The connec- 
tion of the Government with it is simply this: 


| the Government proposes, according to this bill, to 


give two millions of acres of land, worth not more 
than half a million of dollars; it proposes, upon 


| the completion of the line of felegraph, to concede 


these lands by way of purchasing the right to use 
the line for Government purposes. That is the 
proposition now. It involves no question of con- 
stitutional law. It is simply whether the Govern- 
ment will undertake to purchase the right to use 
the line for Government purposes after it is finally 
completed. I can see no sound objection to the 
bill itself. It involves no questionable principle. 
I believe it to be practicable, and, | think, that, 
as a matter of policy and economy, the bill should 


88. 

per. BENTON _I address myself to the Dele- 
gate from Utah, (Mr. Bernuiset.} I wish to be 
informed to what use it is supposed the digger In- 
dians would apply the wires, the platina? | wish 
to ask the De from Utah to what use he be- 
heves the digger Indians would apply these wires? 
I will state what I think on that point. These dig- 


| gers have, each one, a stick, a long slender stick, 


with a hook at the end of it, and the purpose of 


| these sticks and hooks is described in Frémont’s 


report of his expeditions. The Delegate from Uteh 
says he has seen thousands of them. Mr. Fré- 
mont reports that he saw no diggers without this 
long slender stick, with a hook at the end of it. 
The object of the hook is to assist them in pursa- 
ing the Jizard, a chief article of food with them. 
The lizard runs for his life, when he sees one of 
these diggers with his stick, and gets into a hole. 
The tedion puts in this hooked stick and brings it 
out, and quick he is broiled and eaten. Now, this 
wire will be a God-send to these diggers. They 


i 
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will consider it the greatest benefit you have ever 
conferred upon them. They will biess this Gov- 
ernment for it—for this liberal supply of fifteen 
hundred or two thousand miles of wire, every part 
of which they will cut into three inch pieces and 


make into hooks, to hook out these lizards—so | 


much better for that purpose than a crook at the 
end of the stick. In that point of view, it will be 
a God-send to the Indians, but destruction to the 
lizards. (Great laughter.] It is no laughing busi- 
ness. It will bean immense accommodation tothe 
digger Indians, but cruel upon lizards. [Laugh- 
ter. | 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I rise only to ask the 


sommittee to lay over this bill until the other ter- | 


ritorial business be completed, and I make that 
motion that it be so passed by. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair states, in reply 
to the gentleman from Oregon, that the House 
has, by resolution, closed debate on this bill in one 
hour after the passage of that resolution; and that 


hia motion cannot be entertained. After debate | 


expires by that limitation, the committee will pro- 
ceed to vote upon the amendments, and will report 
the result to the House. 

Mr. LETCHER. 


House with a recommendation that it be rejected ? 
The CHAIRMAN. It will be in order. 
Mr. LETCHER. Then I submit that motion. 
The CHAIRMAN. The motion cannot be 


disposed of. 


The Clerk proceeded to read the bill by sections | 


for amendment. 
The third section having been read— 
Mr. FARLEY. I wish to inquire from the 


amendments proposed by the Committee on Ter- 
ritories ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
act upon the amendments that may be offered, 


either by any member or by the Committee on || 


Territories. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The Committee on 
Territories has submitted amendments to the Sen- 
ate bill. 

The CHAIRMAN, We have not yet reached 
that point where the first amendment applies. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the fourth section. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee on Ter- 
ritories has reported an amendment to this section: 
It 1s as follows: 


Section four, line three, after the word ‘ Mississippi,” || 


insert the words “ or Missouri river.” 
So as to read: 


“ That for the transmission of all private dispatehes and | 


communications over said main line between the Mississip- 
pi or Missouri river, and the Pacific, the voll or charge,”’ &c. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

After the fifth section was read— 

Mr. SKELTON. I propose to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment to that section: 


the words, ** and lands acquired under this act.” 

So as to make it read: 

—** said line of telegraph, with all its appurtenances and 
lands acquired under this act, shall be forieited te, and be- 
come the property of, the United States.” 

I think, Mr. Chairman, that if we desire to pro- 
test the Government from frauds, this amendment 
ia necessary. This section which | propose to 
amend, provides that, in casethe company neglects 
to operate the line for the space of six months, then 
the line shall revert to,and become the property of, 
the United States. Now, sir, the reason why 
I am not friendly to this bill is—and the friends of 
the bili seemed not to have removed this objec- 
tion—because | deem the measure to be impractica- 
ble. I do not believe that this line can be put into 
operation, and kept in working order, so as to 


is constructed, and properly constructed, it will 
eventually revert to the United States, and become 
the property of the Government of the United 
States, I do not desire that the United States shall 
be the owner of that line, for | am opposed to the 


Will it be in order to move | 
that the committee rise and report the bill to the | 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


It is the proper time to | 


| in the speculation. 


'| of the people of the United States. 
Chair, if this is the proper time to act upon the || 


Tn line thirteen, after the word “ appurtenances,”’ insert | 





aiford profit to the builder; and I believe that if it | 





+ connecting together the most distant States of the 

Union, in yetstronger bonds than now exist. But 
| when we engage in operations of this kind, it is 
necessary that we should ask ourselves if it is pos- 
sible to accomplish the object we have in view in 
the way provided in this bill. I think not. If 
the bill passes without the amendment | have sug- 
| gested, it will enable the individuals having charge 
of the work to construct the telegraphic line in 
| some way, whether proper or improper, and in a 
cheap manner. In my opinion, a telegraphic line 
can be constructed from the extreme Western 
States to the Pacific coast, for a less amount than 
the lands proposed to be given for that object are 
worth. I believe this can be done, and leave a 
large balance in the hands of the individuals con- 
structing the line, thereby affording a great specu- 
lation to the parties interested. I believe they can 
turn over to the Government of the United States 
a telegraphic line, and still have a large profit in 
their pockets ; but I do not believe that the time 
has arrived for the construction of such a line, 
nor do I believe that the method proposed here for 
| constructing itis the properone. I have nodoubt, 
| in regard to the telegraph, as well as the Pacific 
| railroad, that, whenever either project is carried, 

it will afford an immense profit to those engaged 
When the proper time ar- 
rives, the capitalists of the country will engage in 
the construction of these works, and they will do 


| it in such a manner as to afford a permanent and || 
entertained unul the amendments shall have been || 


profitable advantage to our common country. 
I am opposed to givirg the public lands to com- 


as proposed in this bill, without any certainty that 
the advantage proposed will inure to the benefit 
It is for that 
reason | have offered the amendment; so that, if 
these parties should fail in their enterprise, the 
, Government of the United States may not lose the 
whole of these lands. 
compelled, in such an event, to return the bonus 
— we gave them for the construction of this 
ine. 

The friends of this bill have told us that it is to 
be an individual enterprise—to be constructed by 
the aid of private capital. If it be a private en- 
terprise, why should the Government of the Uni- 
ted States furnish the means for the construction 
| of this line? It is true, it is a private speculation 
when men get hold of these lands; but notin the 
sense in which gentlemen consider it can this 
work be called a private enterprise. I offer this 
amendment in good faith, and not with the view 
of delaying the action of this committee. I will 
not longer detain the committee, because there is 
very important business with regard to the Ter- 
| ritories still to be acted upon, and because this 
| matter ought to be disposed of immediately, 
although | would like to examine the provisions 
of this bill in minute detail. I hope, therefore, 
| that the amendment I have offered may be adopted 
| for the reasons I have suggested. I desire, should 
the bill pass, that the Government may be pro- 
tected against any frauds which might be per- 
petrated by the individuals engaged in the con- 
struction of the work. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. If any amend- 
ment is to be made, it seems to me that it should 
| not be the one which the gentleman from New 
| Jersey (Mr. Sxexron] has offered. If an amend- 
| ment of that character is to be adopted, it should 
| be limited to such lands as shall not have been 

sold in good faith by these parties or their as- 
signees, at the time when they may have failed 
on their part to perform according to the terms of 
the act. The lands may have been sold, and con- 
veyed by them to honest parties in good faith be- 
fore such time; so that the gentleman will see that 
his amendment should be made applicable only to 
such lands as may remain unsold in their hands 
at the time when such failure occurs. It seems to 
me that there is no occasion whatever for the 
amendment of the gentleman from New Jersey, 
and no propriety in its being adopted. Its tend- 
ency will be to defeat this undertaking altogether; 
and it is for the committee to inquire and decide 





idea of multiplying the ome of the General || whether or not they are disposed, upon the whole, 


Government. I wouid like to see, as a friend of 


| to have this telegraphic communication upon these 


the Union, and patna California—although | conditions, and at this price. There can be no 


the gentleman from nia (Mr. Latuam) 
seenis to think that the opponents of this bill are 
not the friends of that State—not only telegraphic 
wire communication, but a railroad, binding and 


| 


| important intelligence between the Auantic and 


| question, in the mind of any gentleman here, or 


anywhere else, as to the importance of having a 
telegraphic communication for the transmission of 


panies for the purpose of constructing such works |) 


The parties should be || 
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i 
Pacific States. It is not necessary to consume 


the time of the committee in extended obserya. 
| tions on that point. The value of such commu- 
| nication is obvious and indisputable. If, then, jt 
| be a matter of great interest and importance to the 
Government and the people on both sidesMf ;),, 
_ continent that there should be this telegraphic con. 
nection, we should inquire, as reasonable, com. 
_mon-sense, and practical men, how it is to be ac. 
complished, and when? Can we secure the esta). 
_ lishment of a telegraphic line between the Missis. 
_sippi and the Pacific on such terms and by such 
/means as are safe and prudent? and are propo. 
sitions, embracing such terms and means, now 
before us? 

Mr. RLCHARDSON, (interrupting.) I wish 
to make a single suggestion to the gentleman, 
The security that the Government has that this 
telegraphic line will be constructed and kept jn 
good repair is this: It will cost between two and 
three million dollars to build it, and thelands which 
these individuals get will not amount in value to 
| more than one sixth of that amajat. The com. 
| pany will not surrender the teleg@ephic line, cost. 
| Ing between two and three million dollars for the 
purpose of getting a grant of lands which do not 
amount in value to more than one sixth of that 
amount, and, therefore, I see no necessity for the 
adoption of the amendment suggested by the gen. 
\tleman from New Jersey. The penalty affixed 
for a failure to work the line, is a forfeiture of that 
_ which will cost the company infinitely more than 
| the land is worth. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Undoubtedly so. It is 
not likely that these men will go on and make a 
| sham line; but they will be held to perform the 
| conditions on theirpart expressed or implied in 
the act, in good faith; to make a substantial line— 
such a one as is contemplated by the bill—and 
until that is done, do you suppose that the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office and the Sec- 
retary of the Interior would permit warrants to be 
/issued to them? Unquestionably not. And if 
| there were any belief, any suspicion, indeed, of 

fraud upon the part of these individuals, before 











the officers of Government would convey an acre 
of land to them, they would submit the whole 
matter to the consideration of Congress. 

Mr. SKELTON, (interrupting.) Will the gen- 
tleman from Maine answer me one question? 

Mr. WASHBURN, I wili hear it. 

Mr. SKELTON. If he believes this bill will 
pass, and go into effect, and be practical and suc- 
cessful, can my amendment do any hurt? If he 
| does not believe it will go into effect, what objec- 
tion can he have to the amendment? 

Mr. WASHBURN. It may do harm, and in 
this way: These gentlemen I know. They are 
respectable men, and men of ability. As my col- 
league (Mr. Fariey] well said, they are solid 
men, and have full faith and confidence in the 
practicability of this enterprise. They have studied 
it for years, and have posted themselves up on the 
matter. 

Mr. FARLEY, (interrupting.) Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to make one suggestion? 

Mr. WASHBURN. Certainly. . 

Mr. FARLEY. The grant of land is condi- 
tional upon the completion of the line. Not an 
acre is to be granted until the line is fully com- 
pleted. When it is completed the transfer takes 
place. Suppose these parties wish to dispose of 
these lands, such an amendment as that proposed 
by the gentleman from New Jersey would oper- 
ate asa cloud upon the title, and nobody would 
buy. It would ruin the title in the hands of these 


men. 

Mr, WASHBURN. Of course it would injure, 
if not destroy, the value of the t; because, 
after the two years, all who buy, would be held to 
buy with a knowledge of this reserved right on the 
part.of the Government; and this consequence 
would be that no man would purchase these lands, 
knowing that the Government might come in, some 
ten or years , and claim them as for- 
feited. It would defeat the very object of the 
grant, and render it extremely difficult, if not 
impossible, for these men to obtain the means 
necessary to enable them to prosecute their under- 
taking, which is to involve an expenditure of from 
two to three millions of dollars. They must have 
some means independent of their own; and though 
they cannot have the lands until the enterprise !8 
completed, yet the expectation that may fairly 
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and 
yndo 
ner essary t 
confidence 1 an 
feasibility of the enterprise, would be willing to 
nd them such assistance as should be found 
necessary for the accomplishment of the under- 
taking. ‘ " he 
Now, as my colleague said, there is no risk in 
this matter. If these parties construct this line, it 


must be a substantial line; their own security, all || 


their hopes of adequate returns involve this. I 
understand they intend to lay the line two and a 
half feet below the surface of the ground. That 
is the furrow they intend to plow. Thus they 
will secure it from ordinary accidents, and against 
the action of frost. They intend, in good faith, to 
eo forward and construct this work, and, in order 
“o ve able to do it, they ask that, when it shall have 
been accomplished in a substantial, workmanlike, 
and thorough manner, they shall have these 
lands conveyed to them—conveyed for what? not 
asa gift, but fora price. It is simply a contract 
for a sale of the land of the United States, the 
tile to be passed hereafter, for a valuable and 
wholly adequate consideration, = 

No gentleman here, however strict his views as 
to constitutional power, will say that the Govern- 
ment has not clearly the right to sell these lands to 
these men, or to any other men, for a price—for 
so much money, or money’s worth in accommo- 
dations necessary for the Governmént. 

That is the whole question here. The gentle- 
man from Missouri (Mr. Benton] has said that 
such a line will be cut up and destroyed; that it 
will be exposed to depredations by the Indians 
continually, and be of no actual value to the Gov- 
ernment. Isitso? If the Indians are as numer- 
ous, as dangerous, and mischievous as he sug- 
vests, he has given us a conclusive and perpetual 
answer to the tdea of constructing a common road, 
ora railroad, from the Mississippi to the Pacific; 
for, if the Indians are thus mischievous, we can- 
not construct and preserve any of those means of 
communication. Ido not believe there is any con- 
siderable danger to be apprehended from the dep- 
redations of the Indians. There may be difficul- 
ties in the beginning, but I do not imagine they will 
be serious gr long continued. But, however this 
may be, it is the concern and the risk of these 
parties, for the fact will be demonstrated before 
the time arrives for passing the title to the lands. 
If they can once construct the line, and place it in 
working order, from one end to the other, we need 
not fear any serious and long continued interrup- 
tions afterwards. If, then, these gentlemen can 
accomplish this work, ean give to the Government, 
and to the people, all these great accommodations, 
and yet ask nothing until it is accomplished, until 
they have shown to Congress and to the country 
that the line has been constructed and put in work- 
ing order, and that communications can be sent, 
daily and hourly, from any part of the Union to 
the Pacific, let them do it, and then pay them what 
seems to me a moderate sum for the advantages 
secured to the Government, to say nothing of the 
vast benefits accruing to the people whose inter- 
ests we are bound to respect. 

| hope the amendment of the gentleman from 
New Jersey will not be adopted. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I suppose that 
debate is open generally upon this bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
closed. k 

Mr. SMITH. I desire to call the attention of 
the committee—for it seems to me very little at- 
tention has been given to it—to the character o 
this bill, and especially to the character of this 
amendment. I su it is very clear that the 
amendment ought to be adopted, if the bill is to 

this bill that these 


pass. 
| understand it is proposed b 

gentlemen, who enaeenienst in it, shail be au- 
thorized to build a telegraph line at their own 
expense; but, on looking through the bill, I find 
itis a bill allowing them to build it at the public 
expense. There is a very palpable inconsistency 
in the terms of the bill which cannot fail to strike 
the committee with wonder and surprise. Sup- 
pose these gentlemen fail in their undertaking— 
suppose they give it up in conformity to their 
obligations—I ask the committee what is to be- 
come of these lands? _ You give them the land— 
give them the pick of the whole country, give 


General debate is not yet 
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for the work, of those who, having || your public lands? 
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I ask the friends of this bill, 


n the intregrity of the parties and the || do they mean by this bill to pillage the country? 


1 do not hesitate to denounce the bill as the most 
extraordinary ever brought before Congress. 
Mr. WASHBURN, (interrupting.) Does the 


acre is to pass into their hands until the line is | 
constructed and put in working order? 
Mr. SMITH. I suppose it is so; but the gen- 
tleman is perfectly aware that it will not take two 
million acres of land to put up the line. 
Mr. WASHBURN. 


it. 

Mr. SMITH. That is all in youreye. We 
are too familiar with telegraphing business to be- | 
lieve that. Here is an attempt to divest the Gov- 
ernment of property which is utterly indefensible, | 
it seems to me, when you look at it through the | 
great principles of the Constitution and common 
sense. The very idea of building a line through 


no disrespect to any gentleman—but, I repeat, it is 


an absurdity. Itis impracticable to put this work | 


in operation in the present unsettled condition of 
that country. It is utterly impracticable. It is 
manifest that there are other purposes than those 
which meet the eye. I say, then, sir, that if we 
mean to go on with this road system of legisla- 
tion, one which seems to invite the whole country 
to plunge their hands deep into the public Treasury, 
if that be the reckless determination of the House, 
let us, at least, observe some of the decencies con- 
nected with every measure, however obnoxious it 
may be. 


| 


y may aban- | lands. For the grant, the Government will be 


— compensated 
he CHAIRMAN. The time fixed by the 
House for the closeof the debate has now arrived. 


| Under the rules, the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
| Farier,} who reported the bill, is entitled to oc- 


| cup 
gentleman from Virginia understand that not an || 





‘| estimated to cost $1,150 per mile. 
|| cost of wire, laying down, buildingsat the stations, 


the floor for one hour. 
r. SMITH. Let me ask the gentleman from 
Maine this question: If the Government gets a 
renumeration by these privileges which the bill 


| accords to it for the lands proposed to be granted, 


would it net be better, according to the good old 


| fashioned system of exchange, for the Govern- 
I understand it will cost || 
from two to three millions of dollars to construct | 


ment to pay when it wants the service, and that, 
in the mean time, the individuals should build the 


| line at their own expense? 


Mr. FARLEY. I shall make the answer to 
the gentleman’s question the commencement of 
my concluding remark upon this bill... By the 
provisions of the bill, the Government will daily 
pay for what it receives, and daily receive pay 
for the lands granted. There can be no question 


| that, if the line were in operation to-day, the 
the wilderness, is itself an absurdity—lI say it in || 


Navy, War, and Treasury Departments would 
have occasion for its use. 

One word now as to the cost of the line. It is 
That includes 


| which are to be within one hundred miles of each 


| 
| 
| 


| 
i} 


other, transportation of material—indeed, it in- 
cludes everything going to the construction of 
the line. The existing lines in this country have 
been constructed, on the average, at acost of 
$150 the mile. It costs more for the line in this 


| instance, for many reasons. Gentlemen who have 


iven the underground telegraph any attention, 
swe that the wire has to be coated with India 


Let us do that. Here is a bold proposition man- || rubber, or gutta-percha, which is expensive. 


ifestly to take possession of a large amount of the | 


I shal now, Mr. Chairman, occupy but a few 


public land, and for a purpose which is, in itself, | minutes in reply to some of the objections which 


wholly impracticable. Put in operation to-mor- | 


have been made to the bill. The gentleman from 


row, it could not endure three months without | Missouri [Mr. Benton] has leveled a battery of 
extensive interruptions. Our soldiers, with rifles, || ridicule against it. 1 know that it is sometimes 
and revolvers, and bowies in their hands, cannot | effective; but I trust that the members of the com- 


protect this country without having numbers of | 
them massacred and cut up, and then how is it | 
possible that these men are to do it? It must be | 
evident to gentlemen that this is only one of the 
Utopian experiments of the day, an experiment, | 
too, by which it is hoped to establish reality out 
of the public treasure. 

I again repeat, let the amendment be adopted. | 
Let it be interposed as a matter- of decency, as | 
some precaution; and when interposed, then let 
the question come before the country and this | 
House whether that bill shall be passed. I hope, | 





may be against hope, that it may not. I do hope, 
although one branch of the Government has given | 
it its sanction, that this House will interpose its | 
check—its constitutional check—to this system of | 
legislation which is exciting the indignation of the | 
country, and is calculated to bring the sigh from | 
every breast which loves utilitarian policy and the 
limitations imposed by the Constitution of the. 
United States. I pray the House to pause over 
this system of recklessness, this palpable disre- 
gard of all the duties imposed upon us; and espe- 
cially not to invite every harpy in the country to 


of speculation. 

Mr. FARLEY. Mr. Chairman, | will state to 
the committee why the parties ask the aid of the 
Government. It is well known, that investments 
in stocks of telegraph companies, have not, as a 
general thing, been profitable in this country. It 
cannot be supposed that, if there is granted to 


these parties merely the right of way, they can | 
get the stock taken and the line constructed through | 


the Territories? The country through which the 
line is to be run is a wilderness, inhabited by sav- 
_— The distance is two thousand four hundred 
miles. 

Mr. SMITH. | say that the money cannot be 
raised for the construction of the line asa private 
enterprise. The stock will not be taken. 

Mr. FARLEY. I am now stating why the 
parties interested in the bill ask the aid of the 
Government in their enterprise. If the right of 
way is only given, the parties could not get the 
whole amount of the stock taken. 
a portion taken up; but, ~vith the aid of the Gov- 
ernment, and with the stock they can get taken 
up, they can complete the whole line. It is for 
that reason they come here and ask for a grant of 
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come here for encouragement in any wild scheme | 


They can get | 


— a 





' 


1 


| 








as 


mittee will not allow their action to be controlled 
by ridicule, no matter how respectable its source. 
thepe the measure will be acted upon with refer- 
ence to the considerations properly belonging to it. 

It is said that there will be difficulty with the 
Indians; I do not pretend that there will not be 
difficulty; but, whatever it may be, it will yearly 
diminish. Within a few years the last of the 
red men will have died upon his native soil, or 
have been driven into the Pacific ocean. But 
whatever difficulties there may be, these parties 
do not ask the Government to protect the bine. 
They take upon themselves all the expense and 
responsibility. I ask whether itis fair to urge 
such an objection to the bill? 

But it is said, so soon as the lands are located, 
those parties will abandon the line. Is that prob- 


able? is line will cost, as it is estimated, 
$2,760,000; and it is to be constructed and put in 
operation before an acre of land is acquired. Is it 


probable, then, that these parties, after building 
the line, will forfeit it for chess lands, when, by 
keeping up the line, they get both line and lands? 
It is improbable that they will do any such thing. 

But it is objected that the Government are con- 
tracting in advance for the perpetual use of the 
line. I confess, sir, that I cannot see the force of 
the objection. If it is for the interest of the Gov- 
ernment to have the use of the line at all, I can- 
not see the objection to contracting in advance. 
As I remarked before, the question resolves itself 
into a mere matter of expediency. If gentleman 
are of the opinion that the Government will have 
occasion to use the line in case it is constructed, 
then why not contract for its use now, especially 
if that is the only way the construction of the line 
can be secured ? 

There is a provision in the bill which gives the 
Government the right to transmit over the line 
ninety-six thousand words per annum, and to 
Congress the right to regulate the rate of charge 
for all beyond that, so that it seems to me that the 
Government is really securing an equivalent for 
the grant it makes. : . 

Another objection is, that these parties will 
have the power of constructing the line in a zig-zag 
course across the continent to San Francisco. 
Why, sir, the first section of the bill requires 
them to eonstruct the line in as * direct a line aa 
practicable.’’ They have not the right to takea 
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zig-zag course. Nor would it be for their interest 
soto do. The shortest line will be the least ex- 
pensive. 

So far as the States are concerned through 
which the line is to pass, this bill confers no 
power upon the parties, further than the right of 
way through the public lands belonging to the 
United States, lying in euch States. 

Mr. Chairman, I believe, | have now noticed 
about all the objections which have been brought 
against the various provisions of this bill, and I 
will not detain the committee longer by any gen- 
eral remarks. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. _I do not wish to term- 
imate this debate if it is in any respect desirable 
that it shall proceed. If, however, the friends of 
the bill do not wish to continue it longer, | shall 
submit the motion that the committee rise, and 


report the bill to the House with the recommenda- | 


tion that itdo pass. If no friend of the bill desires 
to speak, f shall insist upon that motion. 

TheCH AIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
York cannot submit that motion while there is an 
amendment pending. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, 
the amendment pending. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be 
upon the amendment of Mr. Ske.ton, upon which 
tellers had been called. 

Mr. K&ITT. IL withdraw the demand for 
tellers. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I renew it. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Benson and 
Encuisn were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers | 
reported—ayes 62, noes 59. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment, reported by the Com- 
mittee on Territories, was to strike out the word | 
** Territories,”’ in the twentieth line of the sixth 
section, and to insert the words ** now existing 
Territories,”’ so that the clause, as amended, 
would read: 

Where unsurveyed lands shall have been selected, the 
President of the United States shall cause the same to be 
surveyed, if pre ticable; and if, after two years from the 
completion, as aforesaid, said lands shall not have been 
surveyed, it shall be optional with said Alden and Eddy, 
their heirs or assigns, and they shat! have the right, to relo- 
ente the ike quantities of land in any now existing Terri- | 
tories, in alternate seetions, where they have been sur- 
veyed, and shall thea be open to private entry or sale. 

Mr. LEYCHER. I propose to amend that 
section by striking out all after the word ‘* tele- 
graph, in the twelfth line, to the word ‘‘and,’’ in 
the fourteenth line. If my amendment is adopted, 
it will read: 

That upon the completion of said line of telegraph, as 
afvresaid, and so sagen as the same shall be putin successtul 
eperauion, and the free use thereof, as hereinhefore pro- 
vided, tendered to the Government of the United States, 
there shall be issued to said Alden and Eddy, their heirs orc 
assigns, in exchange and payment for the tree and: prior 
use of aoid tine in perpetuity, as aforesaid, | Warrants 
for two millions acres of land, excluding all miveral lands, 
which they are hereby authorized to select and locate as 
follows: from and after said completion they shall have the 
rigit to select from any of the public Jands along and within 
fiireen miles of said line of telegraph, in alternate secuons. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 
be taken, f su e, upon the amendment of the 
Committee on Territories. 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes; the proposition to 
perfect muet first be considered. ‘The Committee 
on Territories have reported an amendment to per- | 
fect that portion of the section which the gentle- | 


I ask for a vote upon 


man from Virginia proposes to strike out, and the 
question must be taken on that amendment before 
it is taken on the motion to strike out. 

Mr. LETCHER. If that amendment of the 
committee should be adopted, will it then be in| 
order to move to strike out what | propose? 

The CHAIRMAN. it will be in order. 

The question now being on the amendment 
reported from the Committee on Territories, 

Mr. FARLEY demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Faniey and 
Wouarecen were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 63, noes 50. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

The question upon Mr. Lercuer’s 
amendment. 


|| done here. 


The question will first . 
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+ enhanced value to the alternate sections of land 
reserved along the lines. This bill proposes what 
no other bill donating alternate sections of the 
public lands has ever done. It proposes not to 
require the parties to take their alternate sections 
along the line from the commencement of the 
work to the close of it, but, with the amendment 
which has just been adopted, itallows them to go 
anywhere in the seven organized Territories of 


the United States, and take the entire amount of | 


| two millions of acres of land. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 
tleman that | intend myself to make a motion to 


te 


| proposition. 
1 will say to the gen- 


show that itis so. It proposes to strike out the 
words ‘‘in the now existing Territories not before 
sold or appropriated, any quantity not more than 
asection.”” Well, how does that leaveit? Wh 

it gives to the company the right to the land 
within fifteen miles of the telegraph line, wherever 
it is constructed, from the Mississippi river to the 
Pacific ocean. That would be the effect of the 
gentieman’s amendment; thus making good what 
I said in the outset. Sir, am opposed to that 
1 am not willing, in this discussion 

to follow the gentleman in regard to his assertion’ 
or rather his declaration, as to the character of 


effect the very object he has in view, byamending | these men who come here for the purpose of see. 


another portion of the bill, immediately succeed- 
ing this. I shall move to strike out all after the 
word ‘* practicable ’”’ 
word ** and ”’ in the twenty-sixth line. 

Mr. LETCHER. And to put in what? 

Mr. RICILARDSON. To put in nothing. 
The remainder of the section will then read: 

‘+ Where unsurveyed lands ¢hall have been selected, the 


President of the United States shall cause the same to be | 


surveyed, if practicable; and as fast as selections and loca- 
tious of said lands shall thus be made, the Commissioner of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 


the General Land Office is hereby amihiorized and required | 


|, tO issue patenis to said Alden and Eddy, their heirs or as- | 


signs, On application theretor: Provided, Thatinthe eventa | 


railroad to the Pacifie ocean shall be located on or near said 
line of telegraph before said patents shall be issued, the grant 
of land coutemplated in this secuon shall be so located as 
not lo uterfere With the locaton under any grant Congress 
may make in aid of the coustruction of said railroad. ”? 


| want to do exactly what these gentle- 
men, and my friend from Illinois amongst the 
| number, have always maintained that it was the 


duty of Congress to do when donations of the || 
| do now rise. 


| public lands weremade. If you say that this line 
| of improvement will enhance the value of the land 
| to such an extent that you will give the alternate 
| sections to these corporators, then I want them to 
| take their alternate sections as the work pro- 
| gresses. You have always made such a provision 
in regard to railroads, and | want the same thing 
These gentiemen come in here—for 
| this is nothing more nor less than a private bill— 
under exactly the same sort of influences as op- 
erate upon every man throughout the country. 


| They come here for these schemes because they || 


promise them profit. They come here asking these 
lands under the idea and with the full conviction 
that, when .they get them from the Government, 
they will be the means of giving to them a hand- 
some profit for the labor and time expended by 
them in the prosecution of this work. That is the 
| controlling influence upon all of them; and in that 


|| view of the case, as it isan enterprise projected by 
|| themselves for profit, | want to see the rights and 


the interests of the Government guarded; and 1 
want them so guarded that the Government will 
get an equivalent for what it is proposed that it 
| shall give here. 
| {flere the hammer fell.] 
| Mr. RICHARDSON. I want to show this 
guardian of the public interests that his amend- 
ment proposes to give this company more than I 
/ am willing to let them get. We propose by the 
bill to limit the appropriation of land along the 


| line in the Territories. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Lerener) proposes to strike out the 


| words **in the Territovies,’’ and to leave it how? 
| Why, to leave the bill granting land along the 
| ine both in Territories and States. 

Mr. LETCHER. If the gentleman will per- 
mit me, | wiil tell him that I do not mean to do 
any such thing. I have other amendments to 
' propose, to follow this amendment, if the gentle- 
| man will be only patient enough to wait until | 
get to them. He will then see in good time 
whether or not I propose to do what he says. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 do not know as to 
that. I am only speaking now of the amendment 
which the gentleman has proposed. 

Mr. LEPCHER. | could not offer more than 
one at a time. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, when the gen- 
tleman has proposed his other propositions, then 
i will determine what the effect of them would 
be. Until then, however, he will pardon me if I 
say that 1 am ignorant as to what he may purpose 
to do in the future, and am not desirous to antici- 





Mr. LETCHER. Heretofore, when public | pate it. 


lands have been asked for the purpose of im-_ 


I have said, Mr. Chairman, that the effect of the 


provements of any kind, we have been told that gentieman’s amendment is to grant more land to 
the object in making the donations was to give || thiscompany than is granted by the bill, and I will 


Mr. LETCHER. Then, sir, that will not do || 
|; at all. 





| 
i} 


ing, in their private enterprise, to plunder the 
Government. This Government, if it wants to 


in the sixteenth line, to the | usea line of telegraph ought to pay for it. If the 


line is to be constructed, and if it is of interest to 
the Government, the Government ought to 
for it. It ought not to be said, and it cannot be 
said, that this House of Representatives, this 
American Congress, composed of men of the 
highest intellect which the country can claim, can- 
not so frame a bill as that speculators will not 
plunder the Government under it. Sir, that is q 
reflection upon them, which I am not willing to 
make, or to hear made, without disclaiming it, | 
do not believethatitisso. I have not the opinion, 
/ and I trust in God I never shall have, that other 
gentlemen seem to entertain in regard to the legis. 
| lation of Congress. 
Mr. KEITT. | Iegesire, Mr. Chairman—— 
The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) Debate ig 
_exhausted on the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Lercner.} 
Mr. SKELTON. I move that the committee 


|. TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from New 
| Jersey (Mr. Skextron] has not the floor to make 
| that mouon, ‘The gentleman from South Caro- 
| lina [Mr. Kerrr} is entitled to the floor. 
| The question was taken on Mr. Lercuer’s 
| amendment; and it was not adopted. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. Will the gentleman 
from South Carolina yield me the floor to propose 
-an amendment? 
Mr. KEITT. I do so. 
Mr. GREENWOOD, I move to amend the 
| bill by striking out the word “if ’’ in the six- 
| teenth line of the sixth section, and inserting after 
| the word ‘*surveyed”’ the words ‘as soon as;” 
and after that shall have been disposed of, I will 
move to strike out the residue of the section 
down to the word ‘* provided.”” 
Mr. LETCHER. That would allow the com- 
pany to locate on reserved lands. 
Mr.GREENWOOD. No, sir; | do not pro- 
| pose to strike out the provision at all; [ merely 


| propose to strike out all after the word “ sur- 


| veyed’’ in the sixteenth line, down to, and includ- 
ing, the word “‘ sale’’ in the twenty-second line. 

The CHAIRMAN. Before the question is 
taken on the amendment just propoeed by thegen- 
tleman from Arkansas, it must first be taken on 
the amendment submited by the Committee on 
Territories. 

Mr. FARLEY. As a friend of the bill, | see 
no objection to the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from Arkansas, if | understand it cor- 
rectly. Do I understand him to propose to strike 
outall after the word ‘ surveyed’? in line sixteen’ 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Yes, sir. ; 

Mr. FARLEY. Down to the word * sale” in 
line twenty-two? 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Yes, sir; and to insert 
the words ‘*as soon as”’ in lieu of the word “if.” 
If my amendment be adopted, the section will read 
thus: 
| That upon the completion of said line of telegraph, as 
| aforesaid, and so svon as the same shall be put in success- 
ful operation, and the free use thereof, as hereinbefore pro- 
vided, tendered to the Government of the United States, 
there shall be issued to said Alden and Eddy, their heirs 
or assigns, in exchange am] payment for the and prior 
use of said line in perpetuity, as aforesaid, land warrants 
for two millions acres of land, excluding all mineral lands, 
which they are hereby authorized to seleet and locate 23 
follows: From and suid completion, they shall have 
the right to select from any of the public lands along and 
| within fifteen miles of said line of telegraph in the now 
existing Territorica, not before sold or pepeopeieies, any 





quantity, not more than a section, and alternate 
sections. Where unsurveyed lands shall have beeo 
selected, the President of the United States shall cause the 
same to be surveyed as soon as practicable: Provided, 
That they shall not relocate on any lands which have here- 
tofore been reserved to the Uni States for any purpose 
whatsoever, and all such lands be, and the same are hereby, 
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